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. TOP SECRET 
STAFF INTERVIEW 
Thursday, August 21, 1975 
Select Committes to Study. Governments 


Unitad States a 


Operations With Raspect 


Intelligence Activitias 


a.m,, in Room 608, The Carroll Arma. 


Washington, 0. C 
The Committea met, pursuant to notice, at 10:05 o'clock 


Staff: Burton Wides, Frederick Baron and Rhett Dawson, 


professional Staff Members. 
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PROCREDINGS 


Mr. Baron. Would you state your nama and address for 
the record, please? 

Mr. Hadgman. My name is Victor S. Hedqman. I can be 
reached at all times at the Central Intelliqence Agancy. 

Mr, Baron. And Mr. Hadgman, den't it true that Victor S. 
Hedgman is actually an alias and that we have agreed that you 
will testify here today under alias? 

Mr. Hadgman. That's correct. 

Mr. Baron. And dan't it further trua that we have made 
arrangemants with you that your true identity will be recorded 
on @ statement regarding tastimony in allas which will be 
permanently on file at the Cantral Intelligence Agancy for 
verification purposes? 

Mr. Hadgman, That's correct. I believe that this, that 
I would lika to add that I have asked that this be done for 
my own protection, protection, physical protection, actually. 

Mr. Baron. And you understand that we will retain a 


sanitized copy of this form to attach to your transcript as 


-Exhibit 1? 


Mr. Nedgman. 1 do. 
Mr. Baron. All right. 
Then let us introduce this statement. which you have 
signed as Exhibit Ll. 
(The document referred 
TOP SECRET 
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‘Amendmant rights to silence? 
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Mr. Baron. Let ma ask you to verify the fact that that 
is your true signature? 

Mr. liedgman. That ia my true signature. 

Mr. Baron. Thank you. 

Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Baron. Mr. Hedgman, are you aware that you hava @ 
right to counsel before this Committes? 

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, I am. But t shall ask for it if 1 fenl 
the need. 

Mr. Raron. All right. 

Are you voluntarily appsaring hare today without counsel? 

Mr. Hedgman. I am. 

Mr. Baron. And you are aware that at any point. during 
the questioning you may cease answering the quastions and 
request to consult with counsel? 

Mr. Hadgman. I am. 

Mr. Baron. Ara you also aide that. all of your Perens 


tional rights are intact here today, including your Fifth 


Mr. Headgman. I am. 

Mr. Baron. Although you ara not under oath here today, 
are you aware that the Committee intends to ask you to awaar 
to the truth of your testimony here as soon 48 possible? 


Mc. Hadgman. I am aware of that, and for tha racord would 
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like to make the point that I am going on recollection of avents 
which occurred nearly fifteen years 4go, some fifteen years, 


some slightly more, some slightly less. So therefore, I will 
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make every effort, but again, I am stressing this fact that 1 


have not had an opportunity to rafresh my memory by reading old | 


files or anything of the sort. 

Mr, Baron. That is completely undarstandable. 

Mr. Hedgman. I just want this -- T am making this point 
for the Committees members. I have already made it to you 
yesterday. 

Mr. Baron. And it is understandable that we are asking 


you to discuss events that took place almost fifteen years ago, 


aul 


+ 


put it is your intention to give us the truth as far as you can 


& 


recall it? 


errs 


Mr. Hedgman. It is my full intention to give the truth. 

Mr. Baron. Thank you. 

Mr. Wides. Mr. Hedgman, would you please briefly give 
us a description of your career with the Agency, and that can 


ba by basically divisions or type of job in a very prief 


‘summary. 
\ 
Mr. Hedgman. I bagan, was recruited to serve, 43% what 
is referred to as 4 non-official cover agent, and I was 4 


contract as opposed to 4 ataff officer, That was changed 


shortly afterwards. 1 think a faw months later I was made 4 
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staff officer but remained on official cover for the first severpl 
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years of my tima, working abroad. I returned to Washington 
where I then became overt in the sanse of I worked in the 


offices and was no longer ostensibly a private businessman. 


I served as what is known as 4@ case officer in the Europaan 


area. 


Mr. Maron. About what time pariod would you gay? 

Mr. Hedgman. [It was '53 to early ‘57. Barly ‘67 until 
the mid=60's I served in Europe working primarily on Soviet 
oparations. 

Mr. Dawson. I think you might hava misspoken. You sald 
mid-60's, early ‘57 to mid-60's. Did you maan 1960? 

Mr. Hedgman. Mid-1969, yes, tT would correct that. From 
July 6 on until -- 1 can't remember wheather i¢ was Juna or 
July of 1963 I served as Chief of Station in then Leopoldville, 
now Kiershasa, Zaire. I was Chief of Station. I then returned 
to Washington in tha early fall, the exact datas T don't recall, 
of 1963, and I was what is known as a Branch Chief. I was 
responsible for the eastern half of Africa from 1963 to June 
of 1965. 


Sune of '65 till June of ‘67, 
\ 
“4 


I raturned to Washington whera I became Branch Chief 
again for the Southeast Asian area for a vary brief tima. In 
essence it was to prepare me for my next assignment which was 
the Chief of Station, Vientiane, Laos. 

a 
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Upon completion of that assignment ~~ 
Mr. Baron. You began that assignment in ‘67? 


Mr. Hedgman. No. 1 began the Southeast Branch Chief job 
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in ‘67. I began the COS job in the summer of ‘68, and I left 
there in the summer of ‘70. 

As you know from earlier, ill-health played a role in 
unfortunately forcing me to leave. 

I then returned to Washington whare I became Deputy Chief 
of the African Division, January, 19712 until December, 1971, at 
wheat time I became Chief of the Division and ramained chief 
until I retired. 


Mr. Baron. Until December of '72, would that have been? 


Yau) 


Mr. Hedgman. No- Dacamber of ‘71. 


Mr. Baron. No. 


m 
Dawe a 


Mr. Wides. No- 


Mr. Hedgman. Then J vatired 28th of June, 1974. 


Mr. Wides. You were first approached to go to the Conqo 


as Station Chief for the Congo and other nearby countries in 


June of 1969? 

Mr. Hedgman. No. It was quite some time before that 
t'm sorry, I can't remember specifically whether it was four 
months, fiva months. Actually, they talked to me about it as 


much a8 4@ year ~~ 


G10 ferat Stewet. SE. Wormineton, OC. 20099 


Mr. Widas. And you want out -7 


Mr. Hedgman. Not a year. Maybe seven oF aight or nine 
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montha. I don't remember. I was in Washington. My father was, 
wa thought, dying at the tima, and T had flown home to be with 
him. 

Mr. Wides. And you went there on June 10th or 11th? 

Mr. Hedgman. I'm sorry =~ 

Mr. Wides. Approximately? 

Mr. liedgman. It was aither the 10th of the lith that I 

arcived. 

Mr. Wides. The beginning of the second week in June? 

Mr. Hadgman. Of July. 

Mr. Wides. Of July, I'm sorry. 


And that was shortly after the Congolese independence from 


Mr. Hedgman. The independence was on the 30th of June 
and I was, had bean given vacation time, which I got in one 
day before 1 arrived, but they called ma, I was taking some 
vacation in Europe on the way down and they phoned me, traced 
ma down, and said get down (heray the mutiny had taken place 
and the place was coming apart. 

Mr, Widas. Prior to your leaving, and in connaction with 
your prepsrationa and briefings and discussions at Headquarters, 
had there bean any discussion at all with you or that you were 
aware of ragarding the possibls assassination of Patrice 
Lumumba? 


Mr. Hedgman. Absolutely none. I can say that that is 
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absolute surenasa of recollaction. 
Mr. Wides. And then you had been thare a short “hile, 1 


taka it, and in about the last week of July, whan Patrice 
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Lumumba and others from tha Congo came to the United States, | 


belive around the 26th of July, am I correct, that both you and 


the Ambassador returned to America? | 
{ 
Mr. Hedgman, That's corract. i 


Mr. Wides. And during ‘your return here, in any discussions 

\ 
you had with officials at CIA or other government officials. l 
did you have any discussions or learn of any discussions 


regarding the possible assassination of Patrice Lumumba? 


4 


Mr. Wedgman. NO, air, I did not, 
Mr Wides. And than you raturned to the Congo? 


Mr. Hedgman. Yes. Ff believe wa returned on the 4th of 
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August, if memory serves ma. 
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Mr. Wides. Now, as a very brief background for the 


next series of questions, is it correct that by early September, 
that is by the Sth of 6th, Patrice Lumumba had been dismissed 
as Premier and the U.S. had already become seriously concerned 
“about the beginning of Sovist assistance or involvemant in the 
Congo and the possibility of Soviet influence in the Congo? 


Mr. Hedgman. I believe those dates are correct of the 


| Sth or 6th. It could conceivably be the Ith. Certainly lona 


| before that time, those of us interested in the political 
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Section, myself, wore greatly concerned about what appaarad 
to be a Soviet effort to take over tha Congo. 

Mr. Wides., And because of conflict batween -- among, 1 
guess, {a the appropriate word «= bacause of conflict, or 
potential conflict, among the cantral govétnnent under 
Prasidant Kasavubu and othars ag one faction, Patrice Lumumba 
and his followers as a second faction, and Mr. Tshombe and 
his follwars as a third -« 

Mr. HMadgman. And Gizenga as a fourth. 

Mr. Wides. Gizanga, I take it he Was gomawhat within 
Lumumba's camp? 

Mr. Hedgman. Yus. I'm sorry. I should not have 
interrupted. 

Mr Wides. In any avent, there was the Potential of 
imminent fratricidal war? 

Mr. Hadgman. Tshombe had already declared tha Katanga 
to be an indepandent state of Katanga on the llth of July, 1f 
Memory serves ma. 


Mr. Wides. Is it also correct that Mr. Lumumba was the 


‘Person of those thre leaders, of those three factions, whose 


potential activities concerned tha United Statas the most at 
that point, particularly with regard to the possibility of 
Communist influence in the Congo? 

Mr. Iledgman, Area we referring to the September period 


now, late August, September? 
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Mr. Widas. Yes, yas. 

Mr. Hedgman. I would aay, but there wag another -~ there 
wag also -- there was also great concern about the Tshombe 
succession, which we did not recognize. 

Me Wides. Right. Right. 

tn early September, did you receive a massaqe from Head- 
quartere indleating that you would, on a special restricted 
Ghannal indicating it was for Your syas only at the Station, and 
telling you that a messanger whom You would recognize would he 
arriving with a mission for you? 

Mr. Nedgman. I believe, yes, I received such 4 massage. 

Mr. Wides. When... would you pleasa stata -- 

Mr. Hedgman. And I believe that was tha general thrust 
of the wording. 1 cannot, at this time, affirm with absolute 
certainty that that was exactly it, but that is my recollection. 

Mr. Wides. When would ba the best date that you would 
best be Placilag that time that you could give us? 


Mr. Hedgman. I believe it would have been around the 


baginning of September, but I cannot pin it down more than 


within 4 week or tun days. 


Mr. Widses. About how long before the Messenger arrived 


would you say the cable came, if you can recall? 


Mr. Hadgman. I cannct recall definitively. TT would quess 
and I would just guess, a fuw days. 


Mr. Wides. And is 4¢ accurate that the thrust of the 
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cable, you cannot racal} particular words, was that a messenger 


whom you would Tecognize would be coming to give you @ mianion 


to carry out? 


Mr. Hedgman. As I understood it, he waa coming with 
instructions. 1 did not know what typa, sort of instructions. 

Mr. Wides. Yes. 

Mr. Maron. Can you state in your own words just axactly 
what the gist of that cable was? 

Mr. Hedgman. 1 am not sure that it will be exact or 
@Ven close, but it is my =- I am going again, and I stress this 
time now on recollection, and it is not a sure thing, but my 
recollection was that the cable advised me that a parson whom 
I would know to be or recognize as an officer of the Aqancy, 
and I am not sure that it said as an officer of the Agency, 
someone who I would have recognized would arrive with instruc- 
tions for me. 

Mr. Wides, Did the cable refer in any way to Lumumba 
that you can recall, that would involve the Lumumba problam or - 


Mr. HMedgman. 1 think, it is my Yecollaction that it did 


“not refer to Lumumba in any way. 


Mr. Wides. And with regard -- 

Mr. Hedgman. Either directly or hint by indirection. 

Mr. Wides. With regard to the cables for general 
procedural aspects, is it corract that it bore a special 


reference or slug, I heliave is the term? 
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Mr. Hadgman, I think, I am guessing about that. think 
it probably did, because that would have been a normal way to 
indicate the spacial handling. I beliave the message also was 
marked for my eyes only -- 


| 
| 


Mr. Hedgman. == and contained instructions that I was not} 


Mr. Wides. It would not have been markad -- 


to discuss the massage with anyona. 

Mr. Baron. And that you ware to destroy the maaaiqe? 

Mr. Hadgman. Not at that time. 

Mr. Wides. Did Lt indicate that any commundcationa that 
you gent thereafter to the Nsadquarters in connection with the 
impending visit were to be given the sama slug or -- 


Mr. Hedgman. I am assuming that it Prohably did, but 1 


until after I mat the gentleman cancerned. 

Mr. Dawson. Maybe wa could approach that a differant way. 
You do recall whatever Message you received was not in the norma} 
q 


course of communications with the Agency? 


Mr. Hadgman. Well, it came through Agency communications 


‘Channela, but it -- it was markad Fyas Only, for‘me. 


Mr. Dawson. That's not unusual, necessarily? 

Mr. Hedgman. At that time it was more unusual than it is : 
today, I would say, 
Mr. Widus. Was it markad RYRBAT, do vou know? 


Mr, HMedgman. I'm sorry, I don't racall, 
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Mr. Wides. But RYBAT usually involved a fairly wide 
dissemination, or at least dissamination to others in the 
Agancy. 

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. 

Mr. Wides. And whan you say, Eyes Only, yourself, this 
would, of course, include also the communicator who would have 
ancrypted it, necessarily? 

Mr. Hedgman. One communicator in Washington and one in - 

Mr. Wides. Well, raturn -~ 


Hadgman. -- in Kienshasa or Leopoldville at that 


Mr. Wides. We will return in a momant to how you 

dispatched communications back. 

Now, at some point. shortly thereafter, someones did 
arrive from Washington whom you later determined was the 
Massenger cetertea to in the cable, is that correct? 

Mr. Hedgman. That's correct. 

Mr. Wides. And in terms of placing that visit, is it 
correct that you, your bast beliaf is it was in the sacond week 
-& Saptember or thereabouts? 

Mr. Headgman. I would say thereabouts, but again, I have 
tried to think, tried to pin down a date on this, and 1 cannot, 
sir. 

Mr. Wides. But you place it in terms of -- 


Mr. iedgman. I place it in terms of an apartment which 
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I rented, and I believe that 1 rented that apartment in fairly 


early September. 


Mr. Wides. And it was not too long after you had rented 


Mr. Hedgman, Yes, yes. x 
Could we hold on? 


Mr. Wides. Yes. 


Mr. Hedgman. Yeah. Yeah. Okay. I was remembering another 


Imeating in that apartment, and I was able to identify, pin down 
id 
the time of that meeting, #0 -~ 


Mr. Wides. Who was the massenger who arrived? 


ey i 


Hed wider. si 
edgman L r dney Gottlieb 


es 2 eee, 
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Wides. And at that time, you knew who he was? 


Hedgman. I recognized him as an officer of the 


“Mr. Wides. By nama, or on-site, or both? 
Mr. Hedgman. On-site. 
Mr. Wildes. And by name or not? 
Mr. Hedgman. I do not recall whether I knew his name, 
i I Suspect I did, but I cannot reaffirm that. 
Mr. Wides. Did you know what office he worked in, or did 
he hava to tell you that? 
Mr. Hedgman. I believe that I knew, but this was not with 
Great cortaintly, that he vorked in the what was then called 


; TSD, Technical Servicas Division. I did not know what part of 


TOP SECRET 


Prone 1Area 207} 344-4006 


a 
> 
a 
a 
a 
é 
Ca) 
~ 


410 Feat Steet, $.£. Wetmingion, OD ¢ 70003 


| cota date and time, Place, to meet him, 


Mr. Widas. Do you recall how he indicated te you that 
he was the Person referred to in the cable we have juet 
discussed? 

Mr. Hadgman. I cannot be absolutely certain, but r 
believe that he referred to the fact that I had recefved 4 
Massage and that he was the person concerned, 


Mr. Wides. And did you meet him at the airport, or did 
he -- 

Mr. Hadgman. No. 

Mr. Wides. What were the circumstances under which you 
first mut? 

Mr. Hedgman. It seems ridiculous, under the circumstances} 
that I cannot Pin this down. 

(Pause) 

Mr. Wides. Can wa just first go through your Yecollection 
of being with him? 

Mr. Hedgman. I don't remember whether he came to the 
Embassy and asked to speak to ma, whether I met him aa he came 


‘out of the Fmbassy. It is conceivable that I sould have been 


Mr. Wides. You don't recall] ~~ 
Me. Hedgman. I don't Tecall. 


Mr. Wides, -- making any arrangements for his being 
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Mr. Hadgman. No, I did not. 

Mr. Wides. Do you recall where he stayad while he was in 
Leopoldville? 

Mr. Medgman. I bslieve he stayed only one night, § am 
not sure of that, and I think he stayed at the hotel. 


Mr. Wides. The main hotel in Leopoldville? 


Mr. Hadgman. At the Memeling (7), if he could get a room. 
Rooms were hard to get. He could Conceivably have stayed at 
my apartmant, if he stayed. 

Mr. Wides. And your conversations with him all took Place 
in the apartment that you had recently rented? 

Mr. Hedgman. It took Place in my personal apartment which 
I had recently rented. 

Mr. Wides. Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

Mr. Widesa. Could you tell us, starting from what you 


remamber as the sarliest or the first discussions you had, in 


Isubstance what message jr. Gottlisbl brought you and the 


be y 


ensuing conversation? a 
; Mr. Hedgman. It is my recollection that he advised me, 
or my instructions were, to eliminate Lumumba. 
Mr. Wides. By eliminate, do YOu mean assassinate? 
Mr. Hadgman. Yes. 1 would say that was the, that was 
ty understanding of the primary means, 1 don'¢ think Lt was 


Probably limited to that, if thera was somy other way of doing 
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Widesa. of doing what? 


Hedgman. Of removing him from a position of political! 


was not a threat as long as ha ramained 4live in the Congo? 


( 
Wides. Was there Tealistically any way in which he : 
| 
1 


Mr, Hadgman. Oh, yes. 1 think Lf he had been arrested 


@ somathing like that by the’ Congolese officials, in my own 


mind, that would have been, would hava achieved it. 

Mr. Wides. And what did Mr. Gottlieb’ indicate with reqard 
to the possibility of physically eliminating him? 

Mr. Nedgman. It was my undarstanding that that was’ 
Probably expected of ma. 

Mr. Wides. Yes, 

And what did he tell you with regard to how that might be 
accomplished? 

Mr. Hedgman. Well, I think he. -- certainly, as you are 
aware, he brought some biological agents. 1 assume that that's 
the correct word. But in any casa, poisonous agents with him, 
‘which he passad to me. 

As I recall, he brought them with him, That's not 
absolutely certain, but quite arababiiar in my opinion, that he 
aa hand-carried them, 


Mr. Baron. Thase were lethal biological substances? 


Mr. Hedgman. Yes. That was my understanding, as a 
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non-expert., However, in thinking it over, I believe that I -- 
there was -~ this was not 4 aine qua non that 1 amploy. this, 


If thera ware another method, another way, it would heve bean 
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acceptable. 
It was also my Fecollaction, let me just try and think for 
& moment hare -- I can't ramambar where I was going. I had a 


point I wanted to make. 


Well, Lf Lt comag back, I will think of it. 

Mr. Dawson. Would it help you to have her raad back that 
Portion where you were just testifying? 

Mr. Hudgman. I don't think so, 


Anyway, the biological substance, or apecimens, what have 


you, I think it was up te my judgment, and if thare Ware a 


better way -- certainly, the point I now Yecall was in no way, 
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if f implemented these instructions, no way could 1t be traced 
back to the United States. It had te be a way which could not 
be traced back to the Unitad States, either to.an American or 
the United States government. 

Mr. Wides. With regard to the materials, you said {t {s 
“your bast recollection that ha brought them with him? 

Mr. Medgman. 1. bulisve ha did. 

Mr. Wides. Yes. 

Bo you recall having a discussion with him about the 


materials as to how to use them and what traces they would Jeave 
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glovas, a mask and & syringe. 


| i 
they were all about prior to Mr. Gottllab's arrival? 
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Mr. Hadgman. I Fecollect discussing uses of them, 

Mr. Wides. Do you recall having the -- were there also, 
in addition to the lethal agents themselves, related Paraphenalid 
; Such as a Mask, or gloves, or a syringe? 


Mr. HNedgman. [It ia my best recollection there Were rubber 


Mr, Wides. Is it your recollection that these did not 
arrive before Mr. Gottlieb cama} that is, you did not have 


materials arriving at the Station and yourself wondering what 


Mr. Nedgman. That is correct. I do not believe they 
Car sh rae - 
prior to’Mr. Gottlileb's iarrival, 
a a 


Mr. Wides. Do you recall while you ware discussing this 
him that you had in front of you some of the paraphanalia 


45 the syringe, or the mask, or the gloves, that they 


there with you? 
Mr. Hedgman. I believe we did. 


Mr. Wides. And he was there for Only one night? 


i Fecollection, but I would not wish to affirm that. 


Mr. HMedgman. That's my recollection, but that is far 
Bure, 
\ 


Mr. Wides. Or one or two nights? 


Me. Hedgman. Yes. It's far from ~~ Y =~ that's my 


Mr. Wides. So either he brought them with him or they 


would have had to arrive essantially simultaneously with his 
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visit in order for you and him to have had them essentially 
with you while he was discussing: them, is that right? 


Mr. Hadgman. Yes, I beliave, as:I stated, that he brought 


i them with him or -- 


Mr. Widesa. or if they, if he did not, that they would 
have arrived while he was there? In othar words, are you more 
certain that they were there at the time you had the discussions 
with him'-- 


Mr. Hedgman. Yas. 


Mr. Wides. -~ than you are that hea brought them, even 
though it 4s your bast belief that he did? 

Mr. Hadgman. I believe he brought them. 

Mr. Dawson. Do you recall his giving you any instructions 
On their handling, the reason that you had rubber gloves? 

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. I recollect that I told him that 1 
didn't know anything about the handling of such things, 


Mr. Dawson. And do you recall what he told you about 


Mr. Hedgman. No, I don't really. 

Mr. Dawson. Did he Say to you that in order to handle 
this substenca you had to have the rubber gloves on? 

Mr. Hedgman. That's an assumption I have made ag a result) 
@ my recollection that there were rubber gloves. 8ut I cannot 
be sure. 


Mr. Wides. Let me go back to the statement that you made 
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thet there was More than one agant. 

Do you recall definitely that there was mora than one? 

Mr. Hedgman. That ig my recollection, yes, sir, 

Mr. Wides, Now, do you mean by that there was forg than 
One dosage, or more than one vial or pill of the same kind of 
lethal agent, or that there were several different kinda? 

Mr. Hadgman, I believe there wers two or more lethal 
agants, types of lethal agants, 

Mr. Widea, Do you recall him Mentioning the word 
botulfam at all? Dees that ring a bell? 

Mr. tedgman. I Cannot be cartain of that. 

Mr. Wides. Do you recall += 

Mr. Hadgman. I think that {¢ 1s possible, but r cannot 
be certain. 

Mr. Wides.— Doss 1t ring some sort of a ball? 


Mr. Hedgman. DBDotulism rings a bell, but IY am not ~- I 


| know what it is, therefore it is, there ts an Agatha Christe 


murder mystery based on it, or something like that. 
Mr. Wides. Do You Yecall whather soma of them Ware 
‘poisons in the nature of cyanide and the like, or whether thuy 


werd 411 reprasentad to be blotogical agents; that is, a virus 


| OF @ deadly germ of soma sort? 


Mr. Nadqman. 1 balleve they ware biological agents, 
Mr. Widus. No you recall whether any were referred to an 


@ virus? 
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Mr. Hedgman. No, I do not, alr. I don’t know. ‘There 
may have been. 

Mr. Wides. Since there were different types, T would - 
infer or agsume that there was soma discussion as to why you 
might use one or the other in the firat attempt? 

Mr, Hadgman. I baliave -- 

Mr, Widus. What can you recall of that? 


Mr. Nadgman. I pallave that I asked or raised the point, 


and again, I cannot confirm this with absolute certainty, but 
T believe I raised the point that poisons left traces in the 
human body, which could be found on autopay, and that ft believe 
that I was assured that these agents, I'm qoing to refer to them 
as that because I don't know the corract term, terminology -- 

Mr. Wides. Lethal, thesa are lethal agents? 

Mr. Hedgman. Lethal agents, would be normal tracas found 
in people that dle of cartain diseasas, 

Mr. Wides. And this would have been with regard to all 
of them or only ona of them? 

Mr. Medgman. That's why I hesitated on the botulism, 
‘because that would fit, of couraa. 

Mr. Wides. Was this assurance given in racard to all of 
them, or one in particular? 
Mr. Hedgman, T cannot be absolutely cartain of that. 
bslieve all of them, but I -- 


Mr. Wides, Well, wouldn't you have asked which One you 
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4 ur 
should use, or whether there was any different among them in 


terms of preferance from the point of view of affectiveness or 


ease of use, or would you have just bean laft essentially closin 


il your eyes and picking one? Wouldn't you have had some discus- 


sion? 


Mr. Hedgman. Y would think 80. But I cannot -- don't 


! balieve T can pin thia down, 


Mr, Wides. Do you fone any discussion with dor, Gottlieb 
aa to differancas in the method of administration. preferrad 7 
method of administration? 

Mr. Hedgman. I remamber there was a reference to putting 
one of them in possibly toothpasts which would be used. 

Mr. Wides. How would that he accomplished, with a 
syringe, or -- 

Mr. Hedgman. 1 don't ramember. I think so. 

Mr. Wides. Mo you recall specifically that three was a 
ayringe as part of the equipment? 

Mr. Hedgman. I beifeve there was, but I sure wouldn't 


&take my life on it. But if r said I believe there was a 


! 
lgyrings, that’s my ‘racollection, 


Mr. Wides. Now, just to go back for a moment, you said 
before that he said that your instructions ware if possible to 
eliminate Lumumba, and that you thought that one Possible way 
or the way he was Particularly addrassing was in tha Sansa of 


assassination? 
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Me. Hedgman. That's corract. 
Mr. Wides. I take {t that once you started discuasing 


these lethal agents, thera was no doubt in your mind that the 


i kind of elimination he was there particularly to discuss was 


killing Lumumba? 
Mr. Hadgman. Thare waa no doubt in my mind that this was 
' 
One of the way, and Probably what they thought was the Only way 
that would work. But as the Chief of Station, I still, evan 
though a junior Chief of Station, T had a certain amount of 
fraedom of choice, I falt, at the time, 

In other words, Particularly since tha emphasia was that 
it could not be traced back to tha U.S. government or the 
United Statas, 

Mr. Widesa. nid YOU See <= 

I'm sorry. 

Mr. Baron. The purposuw of dasigning a lethal tent that 
left the traces of a normal disease rather than a poison vasa 
exactly that, wasn't it? 

Mr. Iladgman, Yes, I would assums go, 

Mr. Baron. To avoid -~ 

Mr. Hadgman. I¢ soema to me that was ony of the points 
thet came out. 

Mr. Baron. To avoid attribution to the United States? 


Mr. Hedgman. To avoid attribution, really, 


Mr. Wides. Did you sea any of the paraphenalia, do you 
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f Cannot be absolutely cartain of that. 


Or three or more? 


TOP SECRET 
Yecall, that is apart from just & package that was never opened, 


did you aver at that time, did yousma a mask or glovas? 


Mr. Hadgman. It ig my recollection that I did, but 1 


Mr. Baron. Was this a surgical gauze mask? 


Mr. Hadgman. It is my recollection, & have that Tecollac- 


tion, and yet I could not -~ Iam being asked to swear to this, 
of course, and I swear that it is my recollection. 

Mr. Wides. Do you recall that the materials were in liqul 
form, in a vial or bottle, or -—- 

Mr. Hedgman. I do not recall, sir, 

Mr. Widus. But I assume, if your bast recollection is 
there was discussion of a syringe, ‘that Presumably it was in 
liquid form? 

Mr. Hedgman. I would assume so. 

Mr. Wides., Or something that would be turned into a 
liquid. 

Mr. Hedgman. I would assume so, but IT honestly cannot 
tell you what form thay were in, 


Mr. Wides. And your best recollection was thera were two 
: 


Mr. Hadgman. Yes, two or three. 


Mr, Widus. ota for. Gottlieb indiéate to you, was there 
7 4 


any reference to the prior use or attempted use of these agents 
t 


for the sams purpose of assassination, to his knowledge, by tha 


TOP SECRET 


Prone [Aces 202) 344-4006 


9 


’ 
3 
“ 
ry 
° 
a 
‘e 
“ 
~ 


y 


7 


410 Feat Stvees. $.£., wrawungion. 0.6. sone) 


TOP |SECRET 
Agency? 

Mr. Hedgman. To my recollection, he did not refer to any 
past use or knowledge of Buch, 

Mr. Wides. Did he refer to any Prospective or possible 
use elsewhere in the world? 

Mr. Hedgman. Not to my Tecollection, I don't helleva he 
did. It would not hava been normal for him to diacusa that with 
ma. 

Mr. Wides. Po you rucall, by any chance, the name of 
Fidel Castro coming up in the course of thia? 

Mr. HMedgman. Almost certainly it did not. 

Mr. Wides. Now, with regard ta tha possibility of other 
means, first with regard to the possibility of other means of 
killing Lumumba, did you dlacuss with him any other ways of 
arranging Lumumba ‘s deaticother than using these lethal agants, 
such as shooting, or =~ 

Mr. Hedgman, I think I may Well have suqgested that as 


4 possibliity, shooting. 


Me. Wides. Did you discuss with him specific other ways 


N 


“of trying to eliminate him asa political threat, or ia it 
simply your assumption that if you had found some other Way, 
that might have baen an alternative option for you? 


Mr. Hedgman. Would You rephrase that question, or repeat 
7 


Lt? 


Mr. Wides. You sald'that your understanding was that 
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your instructions ware to aliminate Lumumba, and that one way 


of doing this, which was discussed in concrata form, 4nd which 


YOu wera givan the Means for, was killing him or arranging hig 


Prone [Aves 2071 $464 -4000 


death, but that that was only one possibility, — 
Did| you discuss, in fact, with bor, fotthiebjany Other ways 
of eliminating Lumumba, non-lethal ways? 
Mr. iiedgman, may well == non-lethal ways? 
Mr. Wides. Yas, P 


is my Yecollection that ha was, either was or was vary shortly 


thereafter] under the Protection of ths United Nattona tn the 


| Mr. Hedgman. J cannot recall with Certainty on that. rt 


1 Peime Minister's combination residence and office. Certainly 


he was there after 14 September. 


wae a Pau 


Mr. Baron. Just to Clarify this, the means of «- 

Mr. Hedgman. 1960. 

Mr. Wides. Let him finish the anawer, 1 don't know 1£ 
that is fully Tesponsive. 

What is your best recollection as to whather you did or 


aid not discuss any other way of eliminating Lumumba other than 


“assassinatign? 

Mr. Hedgman, I Cannot give you assurance. FT have 
to go |back in my mind on that. 

Mr. Wides. You can't recall one way or the othar? 


Mr. Hedgman. 1 cannot recall one way or the other for 
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“you would take as the Station Chief, T taka dt a11 you discug- 
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I thought of shooting aa a possibility, but whether I discussed 
it with br. Gottlieb,:f am not sura, 

Mrs Wides., Well, I understand that ia 4 possibility that 
you discussed othur means of arranging his dase: or you may 
hava discussed other maangs of arranging his death -- 

Mr. Iadgman. I may have. | 

Mr. Wides. -~ than use of aqents, but aarlier you said 


you considared your instruction to be eliminating him, and that 


possibilities, And I am asking you now whether you recall 


One possibility was through his death, but there were other | 


discussing any non-lethal ways to eliminate him as a political 
threat with jor. Gotttien/ tn Connection with your {nstructiona? 
Mr. Iledgman. I cannot be certain that. T did, ate, 
There obviously was the possibility that his Congolese Politicall 
enemies would gain control of him in gome manner, get him in 
thair, under their control, in which case ha would havea been 
neutralized. 
Mr. Wides, But in regard to your {nstructiona to do what 
You could to eliminate the threat, with regard to action that 
t 
sad with Dr. Gottlisb were meana of arranging hia death from thd 
point of view of what you could do? 


Mr. iWadgman. {I cannot affirm that 


Mr. Wides. But you don't racall discussing anything 
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Mr. Hedgman. No. 
Mr. Wides. Now, what was your firat reaction when or. 


- * 
Gottlieb,, when it first~ becama clear to you what jor. Gott lab / 


eH = 
was discussing with you in ragard to -- 
oft the record. 


{Piacussion off the record.) 


Mr. Wides. Rack on tha record. 


What was that last quastion? 
(The Reporter read back the last question.) 
Mr. Wides. «-- afforts to kill Patrice Lumumba? 
Mr. Hedgman. I would say great. surprise. Tf don't know 
whethar shock would be fi word. It's a little hard to recollect 
one's emotions, but it was an emotional, an emotional reaction, 
1 think. 

Mr. Kides. Did you raise with him the question of 


authorization of such instructions to you? 


h Mr. Hedgman. Yes, I did. That's my quite strong recol- 
jection, that f did. 
i Mr. Wides. What do you recall in essence was what you 
said to him? 
N 
Mr. Nedgman. In assance, IT think I must have, and again 
this ds, I am guessing as to what my wording was, must. have 
pointed out that this was not 4 common or usual Aqancy tactic, 
and I may have probably said that I naver haard of {ft helng 
done, which I tad not, never in my training or pravious work in 
TOP SECRET. 


the Agency had I aver heard any referances to such, in my, 
recollection at least, such mathods. And it 4a my recollection 
I asked on whose authority these instructions were issued. 

Mr. Wides. And what did Mr. Gottliah reply? 

Mr. Hadgman, It is my recollection that he identified 
the Prasidant, and 1 cannot -- the Prasidant of the United 
Statas -~ and I cannot recall whether he said “the President,” 
or whether he identified him by nama. 

Mr, Wides. But it is your pest recollection that he said 


something more apacific than highest authority, that ha, the 


President, or the White House, or President Eisenhower? 


Me. Hedgman. IT want to get this ona right, because I 


phon 


realize it's important. 


Me. Widas. Let's start, axcusa MG, Let’s start with the 


‘. 
« 
o 
2 
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most basic question. 

te it your recollection that he clearly told you it was 
ban authority highar than the Director of the CIA? 
Mr, Hadgman. I'm not sure that ha put it that way. As 


i paid, 1 believe ~~ 


000} 


tue. Wides. But T don’t mean that he used those words, 
" put ds it clear -~ 
Mr. Hedgman. That was my understanding, that ito-- 


Wides. That is was higher than the nirector? 
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lledgman. Yes. 


Wides. Can you recall whether he gaid “the Prasident"{ 
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or "Prasident Eisenhowar?” 

Mr. Hodgman. I cannot recall whether he just said, whaths 
he aaid “the Prasident” or whether he said “President Eisenhow~ 
or.” 

Mr. Wides. But it was one of those two, is your bast 
recollaction? 

Mr. Hedgman. I would say almost certainly, ‘but not ~ 
in other words, T am at ahout the second level of affirmation 
here. 

Mr. Wides. If not that specific -- 


Me. Hadgman. It was my understanding it was the 


President, Yas. 

Mr. Widea. And did he also, apart from what you would 
have inferred would be implied by that, did he also say in any 
way something that referred to it baing approved by the Director 
of the Agency? 

Mr. Hedgman. % have tried to go back in my mind on that, 
and 1 think, f pelievea-~ but. again now, this one, it's pratty 


leose in my mind ~~ it was something to the effect that the 


‘prugident had instructed the Director. 


Mr. Wides. Your understanding than was that theses 
instructions waré instructions coming to you from the office 
of the President? 

Me. Hedgman, That's correct. 


Mr. Widea. OF that he had instructed the Agency, and they 
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were passed on to you? 
Mr. Nedgman. That's right. 


Mr. Dawson. You are not the least unclear whether or 
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not you cama aware with a vary clear impression that the presi- 


dant's name had bean invoked in some fashion? 


Mr. Hedgman. Yes. fT came ~~ certainly that is my 


recollection. 


Hr. Dawson. You have no doubt about that? 


Mr. Wides. At the time? 

Mr. Nadgman, At the time I certainly felt that I was 
under instructions from the President, yas. 

Mr. Wides. Ali right. 

Mr. Dawson. You were less certain aa to whether or not 
the Director of Central Intelligence's name was invoked as 
authority? 

Mr. Hedgman. Bacause the other one seemed higher, and -~ 

Mr. Dawson. Okay- 

Mr. Hedgman. And I think in my own mind I could not 


imagine the Agency taking such action without clearing it with 


; the Presidunt. 


B.C. 20003 


Mr. Wides. Do you recall asking somathing to the effect. 
of where did this brilliant idea come from, or who had such 4 


'iediliant daa? 


ALG Feest Street, $.E.. Premingion. 


Mr. Hedqman. Tf think I made 4 commant like that 


yesterday, but I am not sure those ware my words at all. JT thin 
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I was -- I was being a bit facetious in that sense yesterday 
when I said that, but, I mean, I think I aaked why, who. 


Mr. Wides. And your bast recollaction then is ha gaid in 


orone [Arte 202) 466-6008 


‘effect, the President, that is, he said either the President or 
President Eisenhower has instructed or told the Director that 
this is what is wanted? 

Me. Hodgman. I think he gaid told the Director. Thia is 
1 mean, after all, tha President would not pick up the phone 
and diet Or. Gotelien| and say, hey. I've got a little job tor 


you. 


Mr. Pawson. Though it may be an assumption on your 
i part “= 

Mr. Headgman. Thac'a right. I am ~~ yas. 

Mr.’ Dawson. But you are clear as far as the President 
has told you to do this? 

Mr. Hedgman. Gantlemen, after fifteen years f cannot be 
{100 parcent cartain, but I hava always, since that date, had 


the impression in my mind that these orders had come foom the 


" President. 


Mr, Wides. And your imprassion, your racollection is at 
\ 


’ 


thet tima, after your discusaion with /pr. Gottileb, that you the 
. so et 


\ 
a 
at that time, had the very clear imprassion that these were \ 


Instructions from the Prasident? 


Mr. HWadgman. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. Baron. In your mind, is it more likely that Gottlieb 
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usad the words "the Prasidant" or "President Eisenhower” than 
it is that he used soma suphemism? 
“Ys that correct? 

Mr. Nedgman. % balieve that is so. 

Mr. Widas. That is your best recollection? 

Mr. Hedgman, That is my bast racollaction. 

Mr. Wides. With regard to what you understood your 
instructions to be, is it a fair summary to say that your 
dnatructions were to detarmina in what way you could uae these 
agents, with the possibility that you might think of a better 
way in your mind, but that if you could use thase agants to 
assassinate Lumumba in a way which would not implicate tha 
United States, that you were under inatructions to do 80? 

Mr. Nadgman. I would quality that slightly. I would 
qualify it in that in operations normally you navet use greater 


force or greater effort than is necessary to accomplish the 


‘ purpose. I would think, and I think I thought at the time, that 


df there were some way that he could ba ramovad from a position 


of power and threat which we, most of us thought was a threat 


fto the United States by him, that that would have bean satis~ 


factory. 

However, it was clear that peonla wura thinking in terns 
of his physical removal by the equipment t was givan, the 
agents, the lethal agaunts which were given to me. 


Mr. Wides. Well, ware you not imprassed with tha fact 
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‘proper messenger and that his instructions ware ~~ 


that somaone in the Agency had literally arrived at your door- 


:atep with lethal means and indicated that the Prasident had 


inatructed the Agency to direct Lumumba's removal, and that it 


| was in that connection that ha was arriving with these lethal 


means? 


Mr. Hadgman. Oh, yes. 


TOP SECRET - 
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Mr. Wides. Well, I take it -~ 
Mc. Hadgman. This was not 4 common occurrence. 
Mr. Wides. I take it you thought you had authority to 
use them, and that had you done so the next day, or vary shortly 
thereafterwarda, that that was clearly within the authority 
that -- wall, off the record. 
(Discussion off the record.) 
Mr. Wides. Subsaquent to your discussion with pe. 
Gottileb, did you seek confirmation of the instructions that 
a 
he had given you by further communications with the Agency? 
Mr. HWedgman. In my recollection that I sant 4 massage, 


7 4 oe 
whether I identified Goeeiien|py name or not, 1 do not recall, 


but that 1 asked for some form of confirmation that he waa the 


“Mr. Wides, Correct? 

Mr. Nedgqman. Were correct. 

Mr. Wides. Did you receive a raaponse to that message? 
Mr. Hedgman. To -7 before T continua, I would say that 


this is the best of my recolisction that. I sent such a masgaqeé. 
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Mr, Wides. Yes. Wall, excuse ma, did you -- 


Mr. Hedgman. tf cannot, I cannot affirm absolutely and 


positively, but IT have 4 recollection that I sént such & 


Mr. Wides. fo you have a fairly strong recollaction that 


| 
message. | 
i 


aftar speaking to /cottiieb,| because it involved such 4 momentous | 

issue, that you felt in need of some further guidance or 

confirmation? 
Mr. iHedgman. Yes. I waa worried about it. | 
Mr. Wides. And the most likely course for you to hava 

takan would have bean to seek confirmation by cable? T take 

it you don't recall any request in 4 faca to face axchange with 

any Agancy person for confirmation? 


Mr. Hedgman, That's correct. There was no face to face, 


other than my discussions with jDr. Gott) 1eb.| 


H 


Mr. Wides. And your recollection, although you are not 
certain, is you sent a cable seeking confirmation? 

Mr. Hedgman. That's correct. 

Mr. Wides. Po you have a recollection of receiving a 

_Tesponse to that? 

Mr. Wedgman. Again, 4 racollsction, but 7 peliave 1 
received a reply which I intarpratted to maan yes, that he was 
the messenger and his inatructions were, were legal dinatructions 
in the sanse of baing ~- legal, of course, would not be @ 


correct -- 
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Mr. Wides., Duly authorized? 

Mr. Hedgman, Duly authorized. 

Mr. Wides. Now, after you received them, at least after 
you received that confirmation, is it correct that you felt you 
nad the authority thanceforth to use these lethal agants to 
assansinate Lumumba and that had you done 80 any time thereafter] 


it would have been within the authority of your instructions? 


q 


Mr. Nedgman. 1 think so, but it is possible, and I cannot 
I have thought about this a good deal last night, Tt is possi- 
ble that tha instructions may have baen that I was to explore 
these whera available, but IT was to aut final confirmation 
befora -- I cannot be 100 percent sure. 

Mr. Wides. Are you raising that as a possibility without 
any recollection of that. at all? ts that what you are doing 
in regard to this last statemant? 

Mr. Hedgman, Yes, 1 suppoaw that’s it. Tf don't have a 
firm recollection. 

Mr. Wides. You don’t have any? 

Mr. Hadgman. I have tried to determine in my own mind 
‘whether I had an absolute free hand at that time. 

Mr. Wides, Well, let's take it one step at a time. 


Do you hava any recollection of any massada during 


fee - 
W{cottiieb's/discuaston with you or thereafter in effact putting a 
as 


i hold, having a sort of a go, no-go, hold on your use of the 


poisons? Do you have any recollection of that? 
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Mr. Nedgman, I do not, but may IT add there, I know that 


I sant several messages about potential access. 
Me. Wides. Yas. 
Mr. Hedgman. Which makes me think ~~ 


Me. Baron. Potential access to Lumumba? 


Mr. Hedgman. YaSe which makes ma think I was perhaps 


supposed to clear ie. 


Mx. Wides. Could those also simply have been prograss 


reporta, aven if there was no hold? 


Mr. Hedgman. That’s possible, yes. 


Mr. Wides. And do you have a recollection, although not 


a claar ona, that in fact you thought it was up to you at that 


correct? 


tpoint and that you could go, if you thought the situation was 


{I think I probably thought I had it, but I cannot absolutely 


confirm that, sir. 


Mr. Wides. I understand that, but you have some recollec~ 


tion that you thought you had it, and you have no recollection 


f 

l 

1 

i 

: 

Mc. Hedgman. If I had to decide between those two things | 


i 


‘ 
i 
t 
1 
i 


sos thinking there was a hold? You simply cannot. be, you are 


‘ 


not absolutely certain that you thought you had 4 go ahead, 


4s that a fair summary of your tastimony? 


Mr. Hedgman. Yes, 1 think that would be corract. 


Mr, Wides. Now, do you recall, and I am coming back to 


the mugsagas in a momant, do you recall somatima in the 
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beginning of October, when 4 ime. Justin ofponnali arrived at 


the Station? 


Mr. Hodgman. T don't recall the time, but it was perhaps, 
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it would have been about that time. 


—e 


Mr. Wides. Was it several weeks after, Dr. GottiLeb's 


arrival? 


Mr. Hedgman. I cannot put a timeframe within weeks on it. 
XY would have guussed yas. 
Mr. Wides. Was it clearly after pre Gottlieb? 


Mr. Hedgman, Yas. 


Mr. Widea. Tf believa you indicatad to ug in preliminary 


diacussions that you had some intimation or anticipation that 


aur 


his arrival -- strike that. 


Am I correct that you had soma knowledge he was going to 


wanda 


arrive bafores he appeared; that is, by nama you knew that he 
was coming to the Station before he actually physically got 
thera? 


Mr. Hodgman. Tf believe that is correct. 


Mr. Wides. And I believe you indicated yesterday in | 


preliminary discussions with us that in anticipating his \ 
arrival, you had soma impreasion that ha was to aid in the \ 


removal or the alimination of Lumumba, is that corryct? 


Mr. Hedgman. 1 don't baliave ~~ I may have misstated 


qeset, $ €., Masminaton, D.C 7000) 


mysolf if 1 said that yeaterday- 1 think it was more whan he 


arrived that [ was advised of that. 
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Mr. Wides. I sees. 

Mr. liadgman. There May have been a massages in that 
channel indicating that he was arriving, which would have made 
me think that he was related with it. T cannot be certain. 

Mr. Wides. Do you recall indicating to us yesterday 
that whan he arrived initdally one thought you had was that 
parhaps you Ware going to be replaced as Station Chief, in your 
firet job as Station Chief, because you had been dradging yout 
feet, or not acting expeditiously anough on Lumumba? 

Mr. Hadgman. 1 racali saying that yesterday. 

‘Mx. Wides. What is your recollection today? 

Mr. Nedgman. Put it -- may 1 go off the record a momant? 

Mr. Wides. Yos. 

(Discussion off the record.) 


Mr. Wides. Let's go back on the record. 


Let me phrase the question this way, Mr. Hedgman: when 


mr. O'Donnell arrived, 1 take it as a somewhat junior Station 


Chief, and in your first job as a Station Chief, that you 


considered whether there was dissatisfaction with your handling 


Wof the job, or the nesad for more experianced personnel thera, 


is that correct? 

Mr. Hedgman. Tf think that. is possibly true. 

Mr. Wides. Now, do you recall whether ona of the 
thoughtea that want through your mind was that parhaps the 


‘ $ 
Headquarters Was, tha Agency was dissatisfied with foot-dragaing 
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or the lack of action on your part in imptanentina for. Gottlieb’ 
instructions? Was that ona of the thoughts that went through 
your mind as .far as you can racall? 

Mc. Hedgman. I cannot say that with certainty now, It 
is vary possible. 

Mr. Wides. Do you have any recollection that that want 
through your mind even if you can't be certain? 

Mr. Hedgman. To repeat, that he -~ 

Mr. Wides. That you thought -~ 

Mr. Hedgman. That I thought that they were dissatisfied 
with my handling of that? 

Mr. Wides. Recause you had not yet eliminated Lumumba 
or taken further steps to do 80? 

Me. Hedgman, I just can't, I just would like to back off 
that one because I cannot be certain. I knew that obviously 
they had sent 4 man who had much more experiance than 1, and 


yet it was clear that he was working - for me, bacause [ was 


| not reliuvad as Chief of Station. Thay would never have gent 


him there under ma and then awitched tha positions. 


Ws Mr. Wides. Prior to his coming -- to return now to the 


period when you sent the confirmation, ‘request for confirmation 

do you racall slugging it back through a particular channel? 
Mr. iiedgman. There was some apecial channel, and I -- 

because it was handlad datfferantly than any other normal 


massage. For example, it was not put on a regular cable form, 


TOP SECRET 


eo 


omons pares PGT} 544-4000 


ohue 


Ragas 


70003 


410 Ferst Steet, $.E. Mrermmston. B.C. 


TOP SECRET 


which, you know, you have several copies for your various 
files. And it was my recollection that I personally carried 


tha massage to the communicator to encrypt, and that was wordad 


{mn a double-talk way that even the communicator would not 


necessarily know what it was about. 

Mr. Wides. If your communication to tha Headquarters and 
their communication back wera in somewhat ambiquous tarms, 
particularly your question, such as ia the person, is this 
parson the messanger, and are his instructions accurate, and 
if the reply was essentially yes to both quastions, how would 
that have assured you that his invocation of Presidential 
authority was accurate, or #ven his invocation of the authority 


of the Diractor was accurate without your indicating in your 


H cable in some way what the instructions were? 


Mr. Hedgman. I suppose that -~ I doubt that Y would have 
indicated in the cable the authority cited because of tha 
nature of the instructions. Perhaps I was much more naive then 
than many of us are now, but I assumad when I received instruc- 
tiona that they cama, thay were duly authorized inatructions. 

Tt was miginnae the man -- I had received the message 
that someone was going to contact me with instructions, which 
was most unusual. I mean, why weren't thay sent in writing, 

in other words, by cable or by dispatch. And it arrived, and 
it arrived, « man whom I recoqnized ag an AGancy officer, and 


he gava ms instructions. I went back through this vary spucial 
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channle and said, you know, I don't remembar how ¥ worded it 
it was a doubletalk thing, but I came away,r I wae convinced that 
yes, it was right. H 
Now, there is no way I could know or bé absolutely certain 
if those instructions emanated from the Presidunt. but i, I took} 
this perhaps as an act of faith. 
Me. Wides. 1 understand. 


When you werd discussing with [pr. Gottlieb; during his stay 


of a day, perhaps one or two days, what else can you racall was 
discusavd by tha two of you? 


Mr. Hedgman. I don't have a recollection. I probably 


‘ 
wanted to know about where my various friends were and what was 


happening and the sort of gossip that goss around. 
Mr. Wides. Do you recall any diacussion a8 to whether 
Mr. Bissell was witting of this particular miasion or instruc- 
tion? 
Mr. Hedgman. I cannot be certain of that. 1 think I 
would have assumed. 
Mr. Wides. Not being certain, what is your best recollac- 
ag to whether his name cama up in ragard to the instruction? 
Mr. Hudgman. IT have no racollection whathser his nama 
up. Certainly I would have assumed that. he would have 
involved, and it is antirely possible that his name didn’t 


up. 


Mr. Wides., Do you recail any other names coming up bawiul 
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the reference to the White House and possibly the express 


referance to the Director, possibly? 


Mr. Hedgman, 1 don't believe go. 


Pre ¢ [Ares 207) $84 6000 


Mr. Widas. Do you recall Mr. Tweedy's name coming uel 


Mr. Hadgman. No, 1 do not. But it is entirely possible 
that it did, in that he was my diract chief 

Me. Wides. Do you recall any other aspects of the 
discussion, whether related to the mission or not, in regard to 
4 what his job was, what he was doing at that time, your problems 
in the Congo, or Mr. Lumumba's particular threat? 

Mr. Hodgman. Tf probably discussed with him what I saw to 


be a very severe threat, serious threat, I should say, to 


u.S. position in Africa. It was my belief that the Soviets ware 


mking a major affort to gecure 4 bridgehead, to take over One 
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of the two or three largest, and potentially richest countries 


in Africa. 


| 


nr, Wides. Do you recall anything regarding eny diacussioh 


, regarding accass that you then had? Now, T am raterring to your 
] ie é 
i discussions with/Dr. Goteliab| in the way of agants you might 


Ht 
t-use who might ba able to prevent attribution to American and 
A \ 


| 
so forth? | 


De e003 


Mr. Hedgman. I have 4 recolluction, IT hava 4 recollection 


that { cited ons agent's name, OF perhaps not name, but 


210 Feut Seeeet, $.E., wane Or. 


f 
deseribed him aa a person who would have accass. 


Mr. Wides. To Lumumba directly? 
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| substance of what you said, what was your response to pret 


j Gottlieb having been given these instructions, having been taken 


TOP SECRET 46 

Mr, Hedgman. To probably have accase to -~ certainly 
would have accass to Lumumba, and might be able to use such 
agents. 

Mr. Wides. Was there any discussion of instructing this 
agent how one would go about inatructing tha agent to use the 
lethal agents butween yourself and Dr. Gottlieb? 

Mr. Hadgman. Probably. but I cannot be sure of that, 
because I would -- I know Y did not know how to uss them, 80 
1 must have asked how to use them. 

Mr. Widas. Do you racall subsequent to your -~ let me 
go beck. 


How would you characterize, or 4£€ you can remember the 


A 


ane again Iam saying 1 think, that 1 would explora this. 


somewhat aback, according to your testimony, having asked about 


authority and having been assured that it came from the White 


a 
House, what was the essence of the raspons6 that you gave for: 


(ott lieb| that ha would have brought back to Headquarters himself? 


Mr. Hedgman. fF think that it was that I would explore, 


Mr. Wides. Did you give him any tndication that you would 
not carry out the instructions? 
Mr. Hedgman, No, f don't believe I said that. Rut 1 


believe I pointed out that it was 77 it would ba axtramely 


difficult to carry out these instructions, meeting the criteria 
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re. : 
that we could no way be traced back to the United States. 
Mr. Wides. Would it be 4 fair summary that he left tha 


meating -- well, you can't testify for him -~ that it would 


have bean reasonable for him to leave the meeting with the 


| impression that you would, if possible, carry out those 


sudteuctienst 
Mr. Hedgman. I couldn't speculate as to whether he thought 
I would or not. 
Mr. Wides. But would that have been 4 fair impression 
for him to taka away from your comments? 
Mc. Hedgman. 1 think it would be a fair impression that 
he would take away the thought that. IT was going to look into 
it and try and figure if thera was a way, but J do remamber -- 
ft shouldn't say remember —~ I beliave I stressed the difficulty 
of trying to carry out such an operation: 


Mr. Wides. But since he had given you instructions thet 


| the President wanted this, would it have been fair for him to 
; carry away from your conversation the understanding that if 
jyou thought it could be dona, if you found a way, that it would 


‘then go forward, you would then go forward? 


Mr. Hedgman. Yes. 
As I said earlier, I cannot be certain that T =~ that 


he would have gone away with the idea that T would immediately 


{do it, or that I would swek further authorization. 


Mr. Wides. Now, subsequent to the sanding of the request 
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for confirmation, and the receipt of tha cable which you have 
a recollection of, both confirming the instructions, what 


further steps did you take in the Congo, and what further 


prone {Ares 207} 248-4008 


communications did you have with Headquarters regarding the 


mission? 

Let's take that one step at a time. 

What further steps did you taka prior tome. O'Donnel} | 
coming? 

Mr. Hedgman. I believe that I queried the agent who had | 
access to Lumumba, and his entourage, in detail about just what 


that access, what access he actually had, a8 opposed to speaking] 


to people. In other words, did he have access to the bathroom, 


Phos 


did he have access to the kitchen, things of that aort. 


“wane a 


I have a recollection of having queried him on that without 
specifying why I wanted to know this. 


Mr. Wides. Pid you take 4ny other steps to find out the 


pattern of Patrice Lumumba‘s activities as they might relate 
to attempting to put these lethal agents into food or toothpaste? 


Mr, Hedgman. That's what I, in aasance, I think what ¢ 


¢ 70003 


| 
ee doing there was ~~ but without specifying why. 
N 


' 
{ 


tir, wides. pid you recall any other steps? What did you 
do with the materials themselves? 


Mr. Hedgman. Ae tl recall, I placed them in tha hottom 


4210 Fat Street, $ L.. Hasmnaton, O 


drawer of my safe, to which T had access. 


mr. .Wides. No one else had the combination, or did anyonu 
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else have the combination to the safe? 
Mr. Hedgman. Yas, I believe my sacratary had the 
combination. 
Mr. Baron. Did you discuss this with your secretary? 
Mr. Hedgman. IJ most certainly did not. 


Mr, Wides. Was she in the habit of occasionally opening 


tha safe rather than yoursalf?- 


Me. Hadgman. Yas. 

Mr. Wides. What would have happened, or what aid you 
anticipate would happen, ££ she had opened the safe and seen 
these packagas? 

Mr. Hedgman. Well, 1 baliavea they wera probably wrapped 
or sealed in an anvelope or paper marked probably ~- I put that, 
and this ig again probably ~~ Eyes Only, so for myself <- 

Mr. Wides. You didn't feel dt necessary to indicate to 


her that there werd some packages here and I don't want you to 


Kepen them or to look at them? 


Mr. Hedqman. Tf I swualed it and put Fyes Only on it, 


she would not have. 

Mr, Wides. Nid you send subsequent cables back or have 
further communication with Headquarters after the requast for 
confirmation? 

Mr. Hedgman., Yas. It ig my recollection I sent several, 
two or thras, something like that. 


Mr. Widas. What was the suhstance of each of those? 
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Hedgman. 1 cannot give you the substance, I beliave 
in the nature of progress reports. 


Wides. With regard to your finding an access? 


Nadgman. Yes. 


Wides. Do you recall any cables back from Headquarter$ 


first one indicating the affirmation? 

Mr. Hedgman. I believe there was. If t had to bet money 
on this one, I would say, I would bat on tha fact that there 
was at least one or two more back to ma. 

Mr. Wides. What is your best recollection as to'the 
nature of those? 

Mr. iadgman. I don't really hava 4 recollection. 
recall. that there was ons more, than one cable, more than 
two cables, the one saying that there is thea man coming, and 
there was the one which I recall saying yes, that's right, 


and you are to follow out his instructions or his instructions 


are duly issued or something to the effect. And T believe there 
1 was one, one or two Other cables, but I don't have 4 recollectio 
| of their contents. Probably querying for further explanation, 


I-but I cannot confirm that. 


Mr. Wides. Let me ask you the following quastion: you 
have indicated that, I believe you have testified, and correct 


ma if I am wrong, but I have a recollection that you at the time 


thought you had the authority to go ahead with the use of the 


lathal agents if you thought it could be dona within the guideli 
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given you. You hava raised the possibility, although you have 


no recollection, that thare might have baen 4 hold and a need 


for further approval. 


Is it fair to say that you understood that this was well 


{if that is possible, because of their concern about Mr. Lumumba 


I to use lethal agents to assassinate him, but that you might have 


might take, and that you understood ‘that from tha highest 


authority, that is the Prasidant, thera were instructions 


4, 0 Neadquarters, in guarded language, an indication of how you | 


to carry out the assassination of Lumumba if it could be dona 
without attribution, but that Headquarters might have expected 
some indication from you of how you ware going to do it prior 
to the actual implementation? Is that 4 fair summary of what 
you are telling us? 

Mr. Hadgman. Will you repeat that? Could she -- 

Mr. Wides. That you had recaived instructions from the 


highest authority, that is the President, down through'the Agency, 


you had received the authority to do that, and there was a 


‘direction to do it if possible, but that you might have sent back 


{ 
were going to go about it, or that you had decided that it could 


be dona in a feasible way before going ahead with it. 
Is that a fair summary? 
4 
Mr. Hedgman. 1 think probably that I would have gone back | 
; 


and advised that I intended to carry out and sought final 
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approval before carrying it out had I been going to do it, had 
there bean a way to do it. I did not see it as a practical, 48 


a matter which could be accomplishad practically, certainly. 
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i Me. Baron. As far as you Were concerned, the policy 
| 


dacigion had been made at Headquarters and in the Whita House 


{ to assassinate Lumumba, and the questions that ramained wars 


i operational questions, is that correct? 

| Mr. Nedgman. It is now my racollection, some fiftean 
years later -- and again I stress fifteen yeara -- that I 

thought the policy dacision had been mada in the White House, 


not in the Agency, and that the Aqancy had been selected 48 


th 
tha Executive Agent, Lf you will, to carry out a political 


& PUR 


decision. 


wand 


Mr. Baron. And any further communication -- 


Mr. Wides, . Excuse me, please. 


And the political decision was if possible he should ba 


t 
a 
{ eliminated? 
H 


Mr. Redgman. AB 4 euewat. 
Wides. As a threat. 
Hodgman. Assassination being one means, 
Wides. That had bean approved? 


lisdgman. Of achieving ~~ 1 felt at tha tima <-- 


2.5.8. wasnengen. OC Ot 62 


Wides. As a policy matter? 
Mr. Hedgman. Yes. T thought at tha time, yes, that it 


had been approved, That ia my recollection, yes. 


TOP SECRET 


TOP SECRET 


fir. Baron. So any furthar communications that you would 
have had, as you mentioned a moment ago, to seak approval from 


Headquarters would have been approval for the specific oparatio 
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modes that you would use to carry out the program? 

Mr. Headgman. I think that's probably the case, air. 

Mr. Wides. And is it correct you are indicating in that 
regard your astimation now of what your :likely course of action 
would have been in terms of how you would have proceeded, givan 
your situation there, ia that correct? 

Mr. HWadgman. I don't understand, sir. 

Mr. Wides. In terms of checking -- well, you indicated 


you think now you probably would hava checked back befora going 


waus 


ahead? 


Mr. Hodgman. Yes. 


cy 
a 
« 
4 
& 
c 


Mr. Wides. Ie it correct to say that that is your 
astimation now of how you would have decided to proceed, but 


that is not necessarily your instruction that you had to check 


thet, because I think you indicated before you had no recol~ 
lection that you felt your instructions ware to check back before: 
, going ahead? 

Mr. Hodgman. IT am not sure that I said that. I don't 
know for sura that I had an absolute freedom. 


Mr, Wides. I understand. fut you said before, if IT am 


£10 Foye Street, SE. warreneron, GC 50003 


correct, that you had no recollection of a raquirement to go 


back? 
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Mr. Hedgman. There is a difference between ‘not having 8 


racollaction and being sure. 


Mr. Wides. I understand. And you said that you did have 


prone {Area 207) $44 4008 


a recollection, although you aran't certain, that you felt... 
fraa to go ahead, whatever you might have done in terms of 
your personal decision of how. to proceed? 

Mr. Nedgman. 1 think I gaid that I thought the policy 
decision had been made at the political level and cae the Agency} 
had been instructed to neutralize, to remove from position of 
power or whatever position of threat, Lumumba <-~ IT am not 
fancing with you. 


Mc, Wides. No, I understand. 


1 
With regard to/Mr. O'PDonnell's arrival, what did he 


indicate to you was his mission whan he arrived? 
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Mr. Hadgman. If understood it to be that =~ similar to 
mine, that is the removal or neutralization of Lumumba. To oam - 


not sure what wording ha would have used. 


Mc, Wides. Did he discuss ww th you the possibiilty of 
assassinating Lumumba? 
‘ Mr. Hadgman. T can ~~ I have no clear recollaction of 
| hig discussing the assasaination. I know that =~ 1 have a 
fairly good recollection that he was there for the removal of 
Lumumba. Whether the word assassination, whether the word => 


Mr. Wides. Do you have any recollaction of discussing 
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with dustin O'Donnell the practicaility and the morality gunerally 
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Justin O'Donnell or that you don't recall diacussing it with 


TOP SECRET 
of assassination as an Agency activity? 
Mr. Hadgman. As an Agancy activity, I am not sure. 
Cartainly, and in that apecific chée I believe that I did 
Hiscuss with him the practical problems involved in carrying 


out such an operation. 


Mr. Wides. Such an oparation being the asgassination of 
a political figure? 

Mr, Hadgman. Yous, assassination or any other removal 
from power, becausa We did not have the ~~ 

Mr. Wides. I am not sure 4f your testimony is you do 
recall discussing, among other things, assassination with 
him? 
Me. Hadgman. I cannot affirm that I discuased 


Y assume I must have discussed it. I discussed, for 


the question of access. 
Mr. Wides, I take it then that you have no racollection 
| 


of nis indicating to you one way or the other wheather assassina- 


tion was an option that he was considering? 
Mr. Nedgman. No, 1 don’t. 
Mr. Wides. As a way of eliminating Lumumba? 
Mr. Hedgman. I think I, since, in view of my instructions! 
I may have assumed that he was doing this. 
wr. Wides. Did he indicate to you anything about .4 


conversation that he had had with Mr. Risaull regarding 
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1 | assassination of Mr. Lumumba? 
2 Mr. Hadgman. I do not recall his discussing that with 
3 ma. ° 
‘ Ps 
a ur. Wides., And do you recall ever indicating to him that 
5 there was a virus or other deadly biological agant in the 
6 sata? 
q Mr. Hedgman. I do not recall aes no, but I gather that 
6 1 must hava from what you told ma yesterday. 
9 Mr. Dawson. You sented yesterday, balieve ~~ . 
10 Mr. Wides. Excuse ma. 
1) Let me just on ae resend clarify that. 
12 po you mean by that if. Mr. O'Donnel) tustified you did 
yey tell him you ‘would not dispute that, you just have no recollec- 
14 | tlon? 
15 Mr. Hedgman. 1& have no recollection.’ 
16 Mr. Dawson. You ‘said yestarday you not only were 
We unenthusiastic about it, I believe were the terms you used, 
jy || about the prospect of sasking to assassinate Lumumba, but Tt 
y9 || thought you also said that O'Donnell was not particularly 
20 J enthusiastic about his work there aither? 
2) l Mr. Hedaman. Yas. 
ee I would put it yes, his work thers. 7 cannot pin it 
23 | down to assassination as such, although certainly in ‘my own 
pa | mind T think I must have thought that at tha time. T didn't, 
25 was not enthusiastic about thase instructions, and T had 
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no ~= had the impression he was not that happy even to be 
thura. 

Mr. Widas, You said yesterday, I believe you said you 
felt under no prussure to carry out the assignment, is that 
a correct statament? 

Mr. Hedqman. Yeah. I don’t recall gqatting messagas to 
the effect, which quite often one gats when you hava heen given 
instructions to carry out 4 specific operation, you know, let's 
hava the information, what are you doing, why aren't you doing 
more? 1 do not recall pressure on me to qat moving on this 
thing and do it and carry it out. 

Me. Widas. You indicated 4 monent ago, I think. in 


connection with. Mr. O'Ponnell coming and your ganeral wondering 


with your performance that the Congo had become 4 cantral area 


of focus for the government and their concarn over its future 


[| and Soviet intervention and 30 forth, is that right? 


Mr, Hedgman. Yes. IY knew 7-7 well, of course by the 
time that Mr. o'ponnell arrived, the Soviet intervention was, 
phall wa s4Y- limited, i€ 1 recall correctly, only to the north 
\ 
and northeastern part of the country, because the Soviets had 


been expulled. 


Mr, Widesa, I meant in the larqer sanse of Soviet influence 


or Communist influence eventually in the country? 


Mr. HWadgman., Yas. 
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Now, let's saa. Would you Frepat that? 


Me. Wides. Wall, the essence of the question is simply 


that at this time, by late Saptambar, early October, the Congo 


Baone (Ares FO7} $46-4008 


was an area of great concern to the United States governmant? 


Mr. Hedgman. Correct. 

Mr. Wides. There was 4 general sense of urgency about 
the problams? 

Mr. Hedgman, That's corract. 

Mr, Wides. The potential problems, and you had gotten 
tha unusual communication, a direct personal messenger, that 
the Presidant of the United States had inatructed the Agency 


to aliminate Lumumba? 


Mr. Hudgman. Right. 
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Mr. Wides. Now, I find it a Little hard to underatand 
in that context how you would have regarded, how you could have 


ragarded it as not a high-priority item with some urgency 


involved. 

Mr. Hadgman. Well, vepeviaiy ae was a priority, put 
there wera many priorities, and that was one of my problems 
Neat the time, that I was swamped with work, 4 little bit like 
you with four people calling you here. | 


Mr. Wides. Wall, would you have rated this on a conparsbih 


2, SE, waengion, DC T0603 


level with various intelliqence requirements that you would have 
got in the normal course? 
Mr. liedgman. No, I would have -> but Chere ware 4 number | 
A 
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of other requirements which were levied on me which we are not 
discussing and ia not in the purview of this discussion today. 
Ithink there was one major thing probably which took soma of 


the heat off, that is, that Lumumba had been essentially 


neutralized within his office complex, home and office complex 


jiere he waa under guard by the United Nations. 

lie was able to sand messages out, but the -~ there had 
been a coup d'etat, at least. there was 4 coup d'ata on the 
night of the 14th of September, 1960. A government which was, 
although nationalistically oriented seamad relatively friendly 
toward the United States, was in power. There was a great deal 


ef discussion as to its legality at the tima, but that was 


resolved by the United States and most of the Western powers 
who decided that it was legal since the government, since once 
Presidant Kasavubu appointed the members of that government, 
his government, he was the legal Chief of State. 

So I would -~ do you foliow what I am trying to gay? 

Mr. Wides, Yes, I do. 


Mr, liadgman. I think thure was a lessening in my own 


"- feeling, of urgency. 


Hr. Wides. Each time that you sent a cabla pack “7 you 
said you thought you had sant several after the request for 
| confirmation ~~ 
mr. lladgman. 1 think I aid. 


Mc. Wides. Was that simply somathing you made up, or did 
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that raflect additional action that you had taken? 
Mr. Hedgman. No, it was not a fabricated messaqe. In 
other words, If didn't fabricate things. 
Mr. Wides. Did it just reflect furthar thoughts, or 
did it reflect o report on some further steps you had taken? 
Mr. Hedgman. I think probably, and { cannot ba sure of | 
this, gir, I think it probably raflacted further steps which 
I had taken; that is, exploratory steps. 


Mr. Wides. flow many timas did you speak to the agent about 


Fy to have done 60. 


what kinds of access he had, and what Lumumba's patterns ware? 
| Was it on more than one occasion? 

Mr. Hedgman. I believe so. Tf bellava it would have been 
on two, possibly three. 

Mr. Wides. What other steps or activities had you 
undertaken which were reported in your cable? 

Mr. Hedgman. I think that was it. Querying him, and 
then personal observations of tha area. 


, ms 
Mr, Wides. Did you indicate tojMr. O'Donnell: what you 


had done in that ragard when ha came? 
Mr. Hedgman. I assume I did, bue I cannot be sure. 
Mr. Widys. And do you recall -- 


Mr. Hedgman. I mean, it would have been normal for me 


ao 
Mr. Widas. Do you rucall discussing with him pr: Sottlieh 


trip? 
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Mr. Hadgman. { don't recall dt, but T assume I must 


Mc, Wides. Why do you assume you must have? 

Mr. Hedgman. Because you told me yesterday that he 
testified that I had told him If had biological agants in my 
safe, 

Me. Wides. And you think you would have told him the 
additional background of raceipt of those? Is that it? 

Mr. Hedgman. I baliave so. 

Mr. Wides. Did you take any steps in tha way of discus~ 
sions with the agent you mentioned, or any other steps, to 
further axplore the possibllity of Implementing these instruc- 
tions once /Mr. oO’ Donnell ‘arrived? 

' 

Mr. Hedgman. I do not recall. I tend to doubt it, gabwuee 
I beliLave he left, left town and went to Stanleyville, the 
agent To am speaking about, sometima in Octohar. But that's o> 

Mr. Wides. Did you feel some sense of relief of not 


having to pursue the quastion of eliminating Lumumba after 


“Mr. O'Donnell arrived because you sort of falt that this was 


‘his apscilal assignnant? 


Mr, HWedgman. Probably. But on tha othac hand, IT was 
the senior -- T was not the senior officer, but T was the 
commanding officer, if you will, and anything that took placa 
was also my responsibility. 


Mr. Widas. ‘What did you know of what he tried to do with 
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regard to aliminating, he being 0'Ponnell, in regard to 
eliminating Lumumba? 

Mr. Hedgman. It is hard to recall now. I know we mat. 
Ne probably reported verbally to ma what steps he was taking, 
and that may have been those, his reports may have bean those 
messages also which I sent. I said I thought I sant saveral 
messenges via that special channel, and in retrospect, I may 
have buen reporting one of those massaqes, thay may have been 
reports which he gave mae to send back to Washington. 

Mr. Wides. Well, lat me ‘ask you this: IT have raviewad, 
and I can represent to you that I have reviewed savaral files 
ragarding his activities in the Congo, and thay inelude in the 


normal massage traffic, between Leopoldville and the Congolase 


| desk at the Agency, referances to him in his crypt, and his 


activities there. Did that suggest’ that -- 

Mr. judgehre fle's <= 

Mr, Wides. There might be other, there might be, are 
you saying there might also be messaqus reqarding his activities 


in the special channel, or would that suggast to you that his 


vactivities wera not communicated in the special channel’ 


Mr. Hedgman. It doesn't suqgest either ons, really. 
am again not trying to fance with you or anything. I don't 
know. I would guess that T would have sent in a special 
channel anything dealing with Lumumba, at laast that would 


touch upon his rumoval in one way or another. 
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Mr. Wides. Does’ the crypt JMOGRE mean anything to you? 

Mr. Hadgman. No, sir. 

Mr. Wides. Po you recall a time whan Mr. O'Donnell ‘had 
an agent coma into the Congo to assist him in his afforts? 

Mr. Hodgman. TI had not remembarad that until yesterday 
when you raised it. 

Mr. Wides. Do you now have a recollection, refreshed, of 
his having somsons come in? 

Mr. Hedgman. A vagus recollection, very vague. 

Mr. Wides. Mo you recall whare the person came from, or 
whether hu was a CIA officer, or just a contract agent? 

Mr. Hedqman. From the name you used for him yesterday, 


I would know that he would be an agent a3 opposed to an 


| intelligence officer. 


Mr. Wides. But you have no independent recollection of 
who he was or where he was from or his background? 

Mr. Hedgman. No. I had forgotten that entirely. 

Mr. Wides. Do you recall a ett when you learned that 


Patrice Lumumba had escaped from his house detention or arrest 


iH : 
Nin the Presidential Palace? 


Mr. Nudgman. Yes. Th was not the Palace, the Prima 
Minister's residence. 
Mr. Wides. The Prime Minister's residence. 


And do you recall whether you had any foreknowledge that 


that was imminent, or a likely possibility? 


| 
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Mr. Hedgman. No, I did not recall that. He did not -~ 
it did not seem likely, since the entire area was surrounded 
by Congolese troops. 

Mr. Wides. Do you know of any assistance or involvement 
of ‘ar. 0'Ponnell ‘or his agent or anyone else connected with the 
Station in Mr. Lumumba's escape from tha detention? 

Mr. Hadgman. I am quite certain that there was no Agency 
involvement in any way, pacavse I think If would -- I am convinced! 
I would have known it as Chief of Station. 

O'Donnell could not have taken such action under normal 
Agancy procedures without consulting ma. 

Mr. Wides. Now, is it correct that when he escaped, Mr. 
Lumumba tried to journey to the Stanleyville ragion where his 
following was the strongest, and that along the way, en route, 


he was apprehended by the Central Congolese government authori- 


is that correct? 


Mr. Hedgman, That's correct. 


Hr. Wides. And this happened some time in the period of 


November? 


< 


Mr. Hedqman. Late November, 

Mr. Wides. And to your knowledge or information that you 
might have, was there any CIA assistance providad in any 
significant way for tracking him down and the efforts to 


recapture him? 
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Mr. Hedgman. No. 


t believe as we said yostarday, you asked ma if I had a 


plana and did spotting or anything of that sort. No, we did not 


mrgre [ean FOP} Dba 


Mr. Wides. or providing any other resources oF intelli- 
gence information or guidance of any sort? 


Mr. Hedgman. Wa had no intelliganca information. 


Guidance, as I said, 1 racail being with. T believe, Congolese 
officars to tha effect that’ they were trying to figure out how 
to haad him off, 4 discussion about thera ware only a certain 
number of ferries and river crossings whare the roads ~~ you 
know, thare were 4 limited number of roada, and ha had to go 
through deep rain forests and major rivers were crossed. 


I may have commented. 1 don't know for sure. 
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Mr. Wides. But you would not charactarize your activitias| 
as providing any assistance to the Congolese to locate him, or 
would you? 

Mr. Hudgman. 7 honestly, I don't think i¢ -~ if it was 
any assistance, certainiy not 4 major assistance. 

Me. Widas. Do you racall any communication with the 
-Aganey while Mr. Lumumba wag at larae prior to your trip to 
Rome, which I will get to in a moment, about his escape or, I" 
sorry, about your provision of any assistance or cooperating 


with -- 


ees 3 E., Wenenerer DC 29093 


Mr. tHedgman. Tf don't. recall. 


Mr. Wides. -~ the Congolese government? 
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Mr. Nedgman. t am certain I sent cables about what I knew 
about it, about what I would gather from things. I may hava 
commented about what. might have been done to head him off. 
Mr. Wides. Would those have been in the normal channels, 


those communications? 


Mr. Hedgman. Yas. 1 would assuma thay would have bean. 


i Remember, we 4re at that time -- I should stress this, this makes 


{ 


i quite 4 difference ~~ our communications facilities were marginal, 


to say the leant, and we did not have the modarn equipmant which, 
H 


is now used in most Stations, embassies, whare you just it 


down and poke it out. And tT won't qo into the technical aspects, 
but it took much longer to code, encode and decodes messages. 

As a result, I kept my messages much shorter than what 
I would nowadays. So, 1 presume and assume that I sant whatever 
intelligence I could gather on what was happening. | 


Mr. Wides. Was there a tims tn November whan you want 


to Rome for a muating with Mr, Bissell and Mr. Twaedy? 


Mr. Hedgman. That's correct. 
Mr. Wides. And Bronson Tweady and Richard Rissell? 


Nedgman. That's correct. 


. 0 


vides. And this took placa at [Sao Seauer in Roma? 


Hadgman. That's correct. 
Wides. The meeting? 


tladqman. Yes. 


Wides. And Mr. Karamessinus, Thomas Karamesoines, wis 
: { 
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ons Raa one in Roma? 

Mr. Hadgman. He was. 

Mr. Widas. Was he praesent for some of the discussions, or 
only for the gensral, the social -~- 

Mr. tledgman. I believe he was piésent at the general 
Alacussions eeaul ae had. 

Mr. Wides. Mo you recall -- 

Mc. Medgman. I know he was there part of the avening. 
) This took place at his home as opposad to the office. 
Mr. Wides. And part of the discussion and thea main focus 
| waa with regard to the Congo, was on the fact that Lumumba was 
on the loose, and Lt wasn't clear whether he would ineite an 
uprising? 
: Mr. Hedgman. I would say it was more clearly a complete 
overview of what was going on, including the threat of tha 
Tshombe secasaion. of certainty, Lumumba's escaps would have 
bean a major point of discussion, at was the fact that Sizende 


had get up a government which he claimed to ba the only true and 


legitimate government in Stanleyvilla. 
Mr. Wides. Was Mr. Lumumba one of the topics that you 
recall discussing? : 
Mr. Hedgman. I'm quite certain that we did, but tT mean oo 
Mr. Wides, This would have bean because he was on the 


Loose at that point? 


Mr. Wedgman. Yes. 
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Mr. Wides. And had not been captured and was a potential 
threat? 

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. 

I had asked not to leave to attend tha maeting. MY 
recoliaction is IT gant a massage saying that in my opinion 1 


should not leave the Congo at that time. 


Mr. Wides. I know that wa have had a little mora chance 


} to think about it. Can you recall now any discussion at that 


meeting regarding Lumumba's possible assassination, aither 
prospectively or with. rafaranca back to your earlier cablas to 
Neadquarters and your. meeting wien[Dr. cottiiab? | 

Mr, Hedgman, No, T cannot. 

Mr. Pawson. This mesting was 8 maatinga of the African 
Station Chiefs, was it not? 

Mr. Hedgman. Yas. 1 don't know whether all were there, 
or the majority, but cartainly a number of them were thare. 
But, they wera not. present at the evening meeting. 

Mr. Dawson. No. IT understand that. 


Mc. Hedgman. I was given sort of a special traatmant, 


inte see him, and than I could laave. 


Mr, Wides. Did you ever have any discussions with 
Bronson Twaudy regarding thea assassination of Lumumba. whare both 
the assassination, the quastion of assagsination, the quascion 
of ansassination in relation to Lumumba cama up, either dn the 


fall of ‘60 or later 1960 or later on? 
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Mr. Hedgman, I must assuma that we did, but I cannot he 


Cartain of that. 


Mr. Wideas. I think you indicated to us yesterday you 
recalled talking with Bronson Twaady in reqard to Lumumba and 
paying in affect that, thank God nothing was aver done. And I 
thought the implication was -- 

Mr. HNedgman. I think I probably, I said I probably said 
that sort of thing, but to rucall a specific maating and 
conversation on this subject, loam not sure that ft said that. 

Mr Wides. Would you say you have no recollection of 
discussing assassination of Lumumba with Nronson Twaady? 

Mr. Hudgman. 1 have «a vaque recollaction of gaying, you 
know, something to thu effect that Lt was a good thing we 
didn't, but I can't he -- 

Mr. Wides. _ You can't place it, but you have soma recol- 
lection that you had such «a discusston? 

Mc. Hadgman. TI think so, sir. fut this {s a pratty 
vague thing in my mind. 

Mr, Wides., And can you recall when you think that \ 

\ 
happened? 1 don't mean by apecific date, hut that is the period 
in question or much later on? 

Mr. tledqman. Probably later on, but T don't know. That's 
& gucds. 

Mr. Wides. Do you recall svar havnt a discussion with 


Mr. RAissall regarding it? 
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Me. Uedgman. To what? 

Mr. Wides. With regard to the assassination of Lumumba? 
oid that particular question ever coma up in discussions that 
you had with Mr, Bissell eithar during the avants which we have 
been discussing or after the events? 

Mr. Hadgman. Of course, I didn't see Mr. Bissell very 


often. I saw him in Rome, and I naxt saw him whan 1 returned 


in late January of 1961, whan I returned to the States. I cannot 
recall such a conversation, but I think it is possibla, parhans 
even likely. 

Mr. Wides. But you have no recollaction? 

Mr. HNadgman. No, sir. 

Hr. Wides. Would the same be true with regards to Mr. 
Dulles, that you have no recollection, although it is possible? 

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. 

Mr. Wides. Do you recall -- 

Mr. Hedgman. T saw Mr. Dulles even lass often. 

- Wr. Wides. Bo you recall discussing the fact that you 


had received inatructions to try to assassinate Lumumba with 


“Director Schlosinger in 1973? 


Me. Hedgman. I believe it was at that time that T spoke 
to him, because when he took over, wither he or “ir. Colby igauad 
a request for any information which would, activitias conductad 
or considered, what have you, by the Agancy, which would appear 


illegal. 
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Mr. Wides. Mo you think that was the time, but you have 
a definite recollection that in any event you did at soma point 
relate this, relate the fact of these instructions to Director 


Schlesinger? 


Mr. Hedgman. 1 think it was Schissingar., It could have 
been Colby, but I believe it was Schlesinger, or I may have 
told both of tham. 

Mr, Wideas. Other than those two qentleman and thea people | 
we have discussed aiready -7 i 

Mr. Baron. What exactly did you tall Schlesinger 48 far 
ag you can recell that now? 

Mr. Hedgman. That, to the affect that I felt that IT had 
received instructions to assassinate Lumumba. 

Mr. Baron. You didn't mention the maans by which this 
was to be carried out? 

Mr. Hedgman. 1 doubt it, but I don't. know. 

tr. Wides. Mo you recall mentioning the Presidential 
authority? - 

Mr. Nedgman. I think that 1 did. 

Mr. Waron. YOu gay you may have discussed it with both 
Schlesinger and Colby, that would have been 4 discussion that 
would have taken place subsequently with Colby when he bacame 
BCL? 


Mr. Hedgman. Well, of cours Colby was Rxecutive Director 


under Mr. Schlusinger. Colby could have bean in the room whet 
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I reported to Schlesinger. It fa silly that I don't remamber 
apecifically this, but I did maka, I did report this verbally. 
I praferred not to -~ 

Mr. Wides. And your best recollec fon is you reported it 
to Schlesinger, and you may havea alao reported it to Mr. colby. 
is that your bast recollection? 

Mr. Hedaman. Yes. Yas. 

Mr. Daron. And you wera going to gay that you preferred 
not to put it in writing? 

Mr. Wadgman, Tt waa the sort of thing I did not wish to 
dictate to a secretary, and baing one, if not one of the world’ 
best typists, and thirdly it seamed to me it was a matter not 
to circulate on paper, frankly. It was a mistake that it -~ 

Mr. Wides. Can you racall ever discussing this with 
Richard Helms? 

Mr. Hedgman. No, I don't recall. 

Mr. Wides. -- the instruction to assassinate? 


Mr. Nedgman. I don't recall. 


Mr. Wides., Is there anyone wise in the Adancy you can 
‘ever recall discussing this assigned mission with? 

Mr. Meadgman. to. It's possible that 1 talked with some~ 
ons Like Tom Karamessines when ha was DOP, Rut —~ 

Mr. Dawson. Did you talk vo fer. cover tab fubseuent to 
his arrival in the Congo? 


Mr. Wides. You mean after hin departure, after that trip? 
\ 
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Mr. Dawson. Yes, subsequent to. 

Mr. Hadgman. 1 saw him numerous times. 

Mr. Dawson. And your reaction to him was thank God we 
didn't have to carry that misnion out, or thank God it didn't 
happan? 

Mr. tledgman. Well, T talked to him about so many things, 
and I probably said that. 

Mr. Wides. Do you have 4 racollaction of discussing with 
him at a subsequent time to his trip to Leopoldville, ever 
raising the instructions ha gave you for his trip? 

Mr. Hedgman. Not specifically 48 such. 

ac. Wides. You don't have a recollection, or you don't 
recall discussing it specifically, hut you recall soma genaral 
illusion to 1t? 

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, IT raucall general illusion to it. 


Mr. Dawson. Po you recall talking to anybody within the 


laat six months about this, or more racently? 


Mr. Wides, Since the first of the year? 

Nr. Medgman. Yeah. IT am just trying to go through in my 
‘own mind. 

(Pause) 

Yus, Mr. Colby. I saw him thea othar day when 1 returned, 

Mr. Wides, What was your dfacussion with him in that 
regard? 


Mr. iadgman. Tf told him t assumed this subject would come 
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Mr. Dawson. This subject? Did you axpect him'to be 
fully cognizant with all tha particulars? 

Mr. liadgman. I am not sure that I did. 

Mr. Dawson. At least the Prasidential authorization and 
the passage of tha vials of poison, the person that was used 
to pass these? 

Mr. Hedgman. 1 mantlonad he. Gotti teb'a) name. T am not 


sure that I mantioned vials of polson or -~ 


Mr. Wides. Did you indicate to him (DE. GottlLabj had come 


to the Congo? 
Mr. Hedgman. I believe I did. 
Mr Dawson. Wall, lat me just follow that. 
And the Presidantial authorization, was that also 
mentioned? 
Mr. Hedgman. Yes, IT am quite sure T mantioned that. 
Mr. Dawson. What was his raaction? 
Mr. Hedgman. Wis reaction was ‘chat it was a great shame 
that this ever happened. I'm putting words in his mouth. 
Dawson. Go riqht ahead. 
Hadgman. And certainly that t must obviously report. 
fully and honestly to the Comnittea. 
Me Wides. Pid he discusa, say anything about hia prior 
knowledga of what you had just told him? 
Did he seamad diepetnad by any of what you told him? 
TOP SECRET 
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Mr. Hedgman. No, I don't think so. I think that TI had 
given him this, or as T said earlier, probably at tha same time 
or parallal with when I did Dr. Schlesinger. 

Mr. Widas. When you saw him racantly and mentioned this, 
dia you refur to your telling this to Pirector Schlesinger, or 
did you: say, as you recall? 

Mr. Medgman. Something like that. 

Mr. Wides. And did ha acknowledge that he had learned 
of it earlier? 

Mr. Hedgman. Acknowledge? f think he indicated -~ | 
would, have, would have assumad from his conversation that he 
recalled something about it, yas. 

Mr. Wides. Mid the fact that Nr. Gottliab had made 4 
trip to tha Congo seam to surprise him, or did ha acknowledge 
that he was aware of that 48 wall? 

Mr. Hedqman. I don't know. 1 don't know that 1 said at 
this time that [I referred to fbr. cottlieb!s/ travel to the 
| Congo when T saw him. - : 
| Mr. Wides. Recently? 

7 Mr. Hedginan. Just the other day when [t came back I paid 
a courtesy call on him. 

Mc, Dawson. This was like this week then? 

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. Tt was Monday, I believe. 


Mr. Dawson. Do you recall anybody else that was a party 


to that conversation, or whom you had similar conversations with 
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Kecontly, aimilar and saparate? 


Mr. Wides. Was there anyone there when you spoke to Mr. 


Colby? 


Mr. Hedgman. For part of it, part of the meating, and 


then wae wera alone for part of tha meatina. 

Mr. Wides. Was there anyone there when you mantioned what 
ly ou theuqht he wantad to talk to you about? 

Mr. Hadgman. wo, thare waa no one alse prenent. 

Mr. Wideo. And have you spoken to anyone else? 

Mr. Nedgman. I didn't wish to raise this in front of 
othar Agency employees, because it suemed to me that 1 didn't 
know who was aware of thin. IT had no desire to discuss it in 
front of others. 

Mr. Wides. Did ha indicate anything as to what ha thoucht 


anyone else had told the Committee or would tall the Committee, 


including Mr. Bissell, Mr. O'Connell or (Mr. Gottlieb, or! 


cottiien?) 7 


Mr. Wedgman. No. We just indicated that it was vary 


difficult -- I am really putting words in his mouth and I 


‘shouldn't do this. IT had the impression that he reqretted this 
vary much, that this had ever happansd, and the truth had to 
come out, and that was the only way for the Agency to ever 


1 
regain its 4tatus and usefulnasa. But Tam putting -- T am 


elaborating probably. Hw may not have thought all of those 


things. 
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Mr. Wides. Have you had any conversations directly or 
through intermediary communications with either Mr. Bissell or 


Mr. Twuedy since you raturned? 


Mr. fledgman. No. I tried to call Mr. Twaady a3 an old 


personal friend on his phone twice and thera wan no answer. So 
Y assume ha is away on vacation or something. either that or ‘ 
maybe he's in town ant fT just missed him. 
Mr. Dawson. So to summarize, tha only person you'roally 
recall having all of tha facts of the Presidantial authorization, 
passing of the virus, with whom you really havea a firm recollec- 
; coverien?( 


Mr. Wadqman. Yes. T would have quessad that. 


Me. Wides. Excuse Mma. 


You mean he saver discussed it with? 
Mr. Dawson. The whole picture, or the panorama of things 


that might have taken place. 


Vor. GottiLeh about coming to tha Committee? 


Mr. edgman. Tf don't think that Io -- IL mean, he diacussed 
it with me. 

Mr. Dawson. I agree, sir. 

Mr. Wides. Let me ask you two more questions if T can. 


and then | will have to leave. 


Mr. Baron. Just to follow this up, have ‘you spoken to 


Mr. Medgnman, TT have not. T have not seen him. 


Mr. Wides., With regard to tha evants subsaquent to 
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Mr. Lumumba's recapture and his detention in Thaysville -- 
Mr. Hadgman. Thaysville. 


Mr. Wides. Thaysville. 


And his subsequent, Mr. Lumumba's subsequent transportatio 


to Katanqa, what discussions did you hava with the Congolese 
officials and what kind of guidance or input did you or anyone 
from the U.S. Embassy or Station make into those decisions to 
transport him to Katanga? 

Mr. HNedgman. To tha bast of my knowledgu, neither tha 
Station or the Embassy had any input in the decision to send 

‘ 

him to Katanga. 


Mr. Wides, What discussions Werw there with the Conjolese 


officialy uy to whether he might be executed either by the 


Central Government while he was under their control or by 


Hr. Tshombe when he was sent to Katanga? 
Mr. Hedgman. I don't recall any such conversations. 


think there was & genera} assumption, once we learned he hat 


been Sent to Katanga, that his goose was cooked, because Tshombe 


hated him and looked on him as a danger and 4 rival. 

Mr, Wides. But you had no discussions with anyone in the 
Central Congolese government reqarding whether hea should or 
should not be sant there? 

Mr. Hedgman. I had absolutely none, no sir. 

Mr. Wides, And onca he was there, what information did 


you hava as to whether they were considering his death prior to 
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learning of his death? 
Mr. Hedgman. I had no, no information because dt was not 


tha sort of thing I suppose that the Congolese officials really 
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‘wanted to discuss with a reprasentative of a foreign govarnment. 


Mr. Wides. Was there any contact between our acting 
Basa Chief in tha Katange Province and the officials in Katanga? 
Was there any discussion batwoen tham or communication that you 
know of ragarding what would be dona with Patrica Lumumba ? 

Mr, Hedgman. Wo. The only thing that I Saute {maqine 
would have happened is they would have triad to advines both 


Washington and Leopoldville of any information they. had on what 


{ 


happened to him, 
Mr. Widas. Fxcuse ma. off the record. 


(Discussion off the record.) 


Mr. Baron. I would like to move vary quickly through a 


faw loose ends that pop up as we went. along relating to your 
oy “ f 
conversation with [Gover ted) and then, O'Donnell and then 


Schlesinger, and it is really juat about one. question on every 


loosa end, and I want to then turn to WIROGUE, and tf don't 


eng 


-think that will take very Yony, and than the posaibility of 


ne 


conversations with the Embassy. And I would like your halo 


on that part since IT was not thera yesterday. Rut’ To will 


wane eter 


leave that for the last, and you can pick up with any loose 


ends. 
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Mr. Dawson. Fina. 
Mr. Baron. Mr. Hadgman, T'would like to pick up here 


for a moment with a series of short, loose ands from the 


j axamination that we have done so far. 


Mr. Nedgman. I will try to do my bast. 

Mr. Baron. That is, first of all, when you discussed 
your conversation with the than-DCI, Schlasinger, you said that 
you indicated to him verbally that you had hean askad to 
participate in an ansasnination of Patrice Lumumba. Mid he 
respond when you made that indication to him? 

Mr. HWedgman. May I go pack? I think % mada it to him, 
It is concalvable that. I could have made it to ALLL Colby 4s 
his Fxecutive Director, or that the two could have been present 
together, It is ridiculous, but I cant pin this one down in 
detail. 

Mr. Baron. Did you receive o responsa from Schlesinger? 
You mentioned yesterday that he was able to be quite Sphinxlike 
whan he wanted to, and you snausheuvtbat this miant have been 
one of those situations. 

Br. HWedqman. T had the impression he took tt all on board 
and did not necessarily wish to advise me of what action he 
planned to taka. 

Mr. Baron. Was there any follow-up? 

Mr. Hedgman. Either he or Colby, which sever it wad. 


Mr. Baron. Was thera any follow-up from either Schléasinger 


TOP SECRET 
or Colby after you had given them this information? 


Mr. Hedgman. I do not recall. 


Mr, Baron, Ddid you ever discuss the assassination mission) 
H 
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jp with anyone in the Inspactor General's Office at the CIA? 

Mr. Hadgman. Not to my racollection. Aut it is concealiv-= | 
able thay could have gent -- during that period, thera wera a \ 
number of discussions with Inspector Generals on various aspects 
Sof work and so on. Whether there was a discussion of this 


leubject, I don't recall it. So I doubt it, but T don't know. 


Me. Baron, On a number of discussions that you had with 


the Inspector General's Offica? 
Mr. Hedgman. On many othar subjects, totally unrelated 


to this, personnel mattars. 


As you recall, Dr. Schlesinger committed a vary sharp 
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reduction in force, which resulted in personnel problems and 


Inspector Generals’ investigations, and so forth. 
Mr. Baron. Ware you interviewed by anyone from tha 
Inspector General's office in the preparation of thair Report 


{n 1967 on assassination efforts within the CTA? 


Mr. iedgman. 19677 


us 
a 


Mr. baron. Yas. 
Let mu reprasant to you that at the requast of the DCI, 
tha Inspector General's Office prupared 4 Report in 1967 on 


i any inavolvament that CIA had or could be conceived to have had 
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with assassination efforts. Ware you interviewed in connection 
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with that Report? { 
Mr. Hedqman. When ~~ you don’t remember the dete of the 

Report? 


Mr. Baron. T believe the dats was in May of 1967. and it | 


was prapared by Scott Breckinridge and Mr. Farman and Mr. 


Great. 
Mr. Nedqman. Yas, I know them all. I don't believe so. 


jbut I was abroad at that time. 


! Mr. Dawson. Was the significance of the date in 1967 of 


any great moment? 


! Mr. Wadgman, 1 was abroad at the time. I didn't raturn 


| to the States until July, T belleve, of 1967. 


Mr. Raron. Returning now to your discussions with Pre 


I Gianey cottiielwnen he came to the Congo, to giva you lathal 


biological agents for the assassination of Lumumba, wat Lt 


i clear at that time thet the means for administering those 
: biological agents was to inject them into a substance that was 
to be ingested by Lumumba, whether it be food, or drink, oF 
toothpaste, or any other substance that was to ba ingested? 
Mr. Hedgman. That's my recollection, yur. 


ir. Baron. You mentioned that it was your bast recollecti 


Sv as I 4 
that. br. Gottliab brought the lethal biological agents with him. 


1s that correct? 


Mr, Hadqman. Yea. 


Mr. Baron. And you mentioned yastarday that you beliave he 
. 


TOP SECRET 


Brena (Aree 207} $62 6000 


2 
> 
4 
ry 
« 
° 
® 
4 
ay 


200) 


ALO fooee Strmer, SE Marneneton, OE 


TOP SECRET 
brought tham with him in his baq. 

Ie that right? 

Mr. Hedgman. I have a recollection that they ware in 4, 
what do you call thase small carry-on bags lika your Pan Am baa 
or Sabina bag or something like that. 

Mr. Baron. It would not have been difficult for pr. 
cottiien]to have qotten such equipmant into tha Condo at that 
time, would it? 

“Mr. Hadgman, No. 

Mr. Baron. Ware there extensive Cuntoma checks in the 

at that tima? 

Mr. Hedgman. There were not. 

Mr. Baron. Were there any Customs checks at that pokat? 

Mr. Hedgman. 1 can't recall, but if 804 they ware very 
Jimited. 

Mr. Baron. “When you spoke with fo . Gottiieb,| did you 


ask him iow long the jethal biological agents would retain their 


+ potency? 


Mr. Hedgman, Tf believe thera was 4 conversation to that 


ef{fact. 


“Mr, Maron. Po you recall what he said? 

Mr. Hedqman, I think it was fairly short, some months. 

Mr, Baron. They would be lathal only for 4 fairly short 
period of tina? 


Mr. Hedgman. Yas. 
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A period of soma montha? 


I think it was lass than that, but I cannot 


} ba cortain. [That 4s, I remember baing surprised, thinking that 


i 
y limits cartan possibilities ridht: thern, 


Mr. Bon. And you said earlier that you took the 
polsons intda aafe at the Station. Whan did you take the 
poisons outpf the safe? 

Mr. Hagman. IF cannot really recall that. 

Mr. Bron. Did you take them out on more than ona 


¢ 
occasion? 


Mr. Higman. No. 

Mr. fon. And that occasion was -- 

Mr. HWigqman, No. T say no. Not to tha bast of my 
recollectiol I want to stress that because it is so long ag 
that [ am jnost certain I did not. 


Mr. fron. And the occasion when you did take the 


polsons ougot the safe was whan you disposed of tham? 
Mr. idgman. Yes. 
Mr, 


ron. And can you describe the circumstances? 


dgman, I think that I took them out probably { 


the thingslike the rubber glovas and the mask ware thrown away 


ry 
| 

a ree, er an air baq of some sort, and 1 believe that 
| 
| 


in a bushyprea or somathing where, you know, if they were 
found it dAn't matter that much. T believe I buried the 


other mat 
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Mr. Baron. The blological agents? 


Mr. Hadgman. Yas, although they, by that time they would, 


the potency would have expired. But, they didn't seem tha sort 


jburied these things? 


of thing -- I didn't know anough about it, and I will be damned 


if 
if f wanted to leave them lying around. 


Mr. Baron. Was this out by the Congo Rivar that you 


Mr. Hedqman. Yeas, yes, I think. You know, it ia my 
racollaction. 

Mr. Baron. Waa this after the arrest of Lumumba, aftoar 
Lumumba had already heen placed in protuctive custody so to 
6 peak? 

Mr. Hedgman. By tha Congoluse, you mean? 

Mr. Baron. Yes. 


Mr. Hedgman. Yes, I would think so. 


Mr. Baron. And waa it possible that you waited until 


ra 
t 
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Lumumba's death to dispose of those poisons? 
“r. Hedgman, That's possible. ‘T don't remember. 
Mr, Daron. But you =~ 
Me. Hledqman, They were lony overdue, whatever it wad, 
x : 
1 think, because I believe 77 
Mr. Baron, Yesterday you stated thar it was your recol- 


lection that you had not disposed of the poisons until Lumumba 


was successfully neutralized, either by arrest or by death, 


1 
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| Mr. Hadgman. 1 think that probably would be a fair 


4 
4 statement. 


| Mr. Baron. Did you discuss the assaanination mission 


iwith Dr. lester Houk? 
4 
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Mr. Hadginman. Never. Tam quite sura now. 

Mr. Baron. Ha was your Branch Chief at that point? 

Mr. Hedgman. iia was. 

Mr. Baron. Did you discuss it with Glynn Fields? 

Mr. Hedgman. 1 don't rucall. le was Acting Chiaf and 
Deputy Chief. 

Mr. Baron. Do you recall discussing the ansassination 
mission with anyone else at the Station or in the Congo other 
than the one asset? 


“ 


Mr. Hedgman. No. I remamber hearing (Mr. O'Donnell! 
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commenting on this to 77 
NES 


Mr. Baron. Mize WOBORU YE p8 
Mr. Hedgman. 1 believe it was (a Belecenl, and I was 


shocked and surprised, because [ thought this was not the 


L 
i sort of thing that he ahould discuss with officers who were not 


“davolved in this. 
; o3 
Mr. Baron. What vas SE msec jon at that. time? 
Mr. Medgman. fle was under non-official cover and 46 
agent handler, or not necessarily just the aqents, but 


I developing contacts. 
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Mr. Baron. And what's his full nama? 
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Hadgqman. 


Mr. Baron. What did you hear p:donne1t fasy 


Me. Hedgman. Tf don't remember exactly, but in any case 


it referred to something about removing Lumumba from ~~ Tim not 


sure Whether it was ansasgination or neutralization,. but whatever | 
Le was, 4t guamad to me he had gona too far. 
Mr. Baron. And had gone too far because it conveyed the 


idea of assassination? 


Mr. Headgman. Probably, but I cannot be sura. 

Mr. Baron. You indicated earlier that in mid-September 
there was a coup which effectively limited Lumumba'ts powers in 
the Congo? 

Mr. Hedgman. That 4a correct. 

Mr. Baron. And this would have bean very shortly after 
(or. Gottlieb visited you in the Congo and gave you tha instruc 


tion about assassinating Lumumba ? 


Mr. Hedgman. f can't be sure whether dt was bafore or 


lafter. That was the 14th of September, that coup took place, 


‘ but ag you will recall, I cannot be absolutely certain of when 


hy aev(os. cottrien| 1 think it was before that, but 1 cannot 


ibe sure. 


Mr, Baron. But it is quits possible, isn't dt, that the 
coup could have been a major reason why thare wasn't any more 


vigourous action on the assassination front? 


Mr. Hedgman, that's possible, yes- 
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Baron. Is that -~ 
Mr. Nedgman. And Tf have speculated on that eariiar. 
Mr. Baron. Is that a strong possibility to you? 


Mr. Hedgman. I just couldn't put it, because I don't 
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know what thea policy mekers, the political leaders, the 

President, the Director, what tha Director's policy, the senior 

executive, anyway, were thinking at that tima. i 
Mr. Baron. And you mentioned that Justin aipaaneds wan 


not particularly active during his period of service in the 


Congo? 


Mr. Hedgman. tHe did not seem as activa as many of the 
other people that I had working for ma at that time. 

Mc. Baron. You didn't rely upon him for major operations 
or activities ge that point, did you? 

Mr. Hedgman. No. Well, this -- he was sent out more or 
less on a special mission, as I understood it, and I left him 
free for that. 


Mr. Daron. You ‘indicated yesterday, and 1 would like to 


xnow if this is still your impression, that the fact that/Justin 


** o* Donne) might not have been active on the assassination 

mission may not have been dus to any lack of priority for that 

mission, but dua more to his personal habits of inactivity? 
Mr. Hedgman, Perhaps t don't want to malign Mustin, 


don't mean that 77 shouldn't have commented on his character or 


his personal habits, really. T just have the impression he was 
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not putting his whole haart and soul into tha effort. He was 
an officer with a eapitatton for being gung ho and a very hard 
worker when I had known him previously, soma years previously, 
and he seemd quite, certainly did not seem that way to ma out 
thera, 

Mr, Dawson. pid you comment on that to the Agency? 

Mr. Nedgman. t doubt it, but I cannot be sure. 

Mr. Dawson. Ware you writing his efficiency revort at 
the tima? 

Mr. Hedgman. He didn't stay long enough for me to write 
an afficiency report. I could have written one if he stayed 
the 90 days or more, and as the COS I could have written one 
df i'd wished. 

Mr. Dawson. But you chose not to do so? 

Mr. Hadgman. I chose not to, to the bast of my recollec- 
tion, I did not. 

Mr. Baron. Did much of the cable traffic which you 
received from Headquarters in relation to the assassination 
mission subsequently become destroyed? 

Mr. Hedgman. It dis my recollection that before leaving 
the Station and turning over to my successor that 1 dustroyad 
that. Perhaps well befora. I just can't put a timeframe on 
it, but it seamed to me it was not tha type of corresvondence 
to leave lying about 4 Station. 


Mr. Baron. You indicated yesterday that you had received 
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some kind of inatructions to deatroy that cable traffic. 

Mr. Hedgman. 1 think I <-- I cannot vecall exactly what 
I said yesterday. Now, when I am trying to be as precise as I 
can on the record here ~~ 

Mr. Baron, Please do. 

Mr. Hudgman. I think I did, but I cannot be certain. 
cannot be absolutely. I don't. know whether I did. - 


Mr. Baron. Would you have rucuived thosa instructions 


’ ry 


verbally from:D Gottlieb, yor as part of one of tha cables? 

Me. Headgman. Tf don't know. 

Mr. Baron. Would it ba standard procedure for 4 Chiel of 
Station to destroy cable traffic ralating to 4n axtremaly 
sensitive oparation like that. one? 

Mr. Hedgman. Wall, it is standard procedura to keap your 
cable files and all other files as small as possible, because 
copies of those are retained, of all maseages are normally 


retained in Washington. You try and keep 43 small a number 45 


‘possible on hand so as to permit you to continue working 6° ae 


you havs ready reference, because you may have to, in an 


\ 
gmurgency you may have to burn all of your communications. 


Aad belisva me, when you have ta go through a burn 
session, it is very difficult, and it takes time, 

Mr. Baron. ilad you avar din your expertence as Chief of 
Station in the Congo destroyed other cable traffic bucause of 


its axtremely sangitive nature? 
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Mr. Hadgman. Nos 1 don’t think so. I don’t recall doing 
go. But I destroyed 4 great deal of traffic, because the Congo 
waa a highly sensitive area in which -~ at one period 1 recall 
wa had all of our files in the burn barrels. 1 mean, when you 


wanted ‘a file, you went over and dug it out of the burn barrel. 


Mr. Baron. But the cable traffic relating to the 


assassination mission wasn't destroyad as 4 routine matter 


becaugs it was excess traffic, but because of its extramaly 


lgensitive nature? 


Mc. Madgman. No, that's correct. 

Mr. Baron.’ Did you have any discussions of the aagasfinas 
tion mission with anyone at the U.S. Embassy? 

Mr.tladgman. No, 1 did not. 

Mr. Baron. Did you ever discuss the prospects of 
assaasinating Patrice Lumumba with the Ambassador in the Congo? 

Mr. Hedgman. T am quite sure ft did not. 

Mr. Bacon. Off the record for a moment. 


(Discussion off the record.) 


1 
Mc. Hedgman, May 1 say for the record that relationships | 
with the Embassy were exceptionally good, There was almost, or | 
no friction, or sense of compatition batween the CLA Station and: 
the Embassy. The Ambassador was axtremely cooperative, 
friendly and understanding. 

Mr. Baron. Who was the Ambassador at that tima? 


Mr. Hadgman, Clare Hu. T imberlake. 
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Mr. Baron. Did you ever discuss the Lumumba assassination 


plan with fcEroimmeiiveny BS 


Mr. Hedgman. Not to the bast of my recollection. 


Mr. Baron. (cm, is a CIA officer, is that 


correct? Nis 


Mr. Hedgman. Yeah. T know him, 
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Mr. Baron. Did you have any official business wi thf CTO 


ReSRIRETA|wh i 18 you were in the Congo? 

Mr. Wedgman. Yes. Ne came through on a counterintelli- 
gnce mission, and 1 don't racall the detaiis at this time, 

Mr. Baron. Do you recall whether he had mentioned that 


his mission ralated to Project @RRIFLF or tha development of 


an Fxecutive Action capability? 
Mr, Hedgman. No, I do not recall that. 


Mr. Baron. Would his project have ralatad to obtaining 


codes by surraptitious means? 
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Me. Hedgman, 1 think it would hava been more nearly that, 
but I, I cannot affirm this as the case. That was what I think | 


was probably the casa. 


On03 


Mr. Baron. Would his project hava involved an asset who 
N 
was already in the Conyo named QIW LN? 


Mr. Hedgman. 1 gather from what was said yesterday that 


thia was tha case. I do not recall it. 
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Mr. Baron. ave you evar haard of -- 


Mr. Hgdqman. And cams from where he indicated, 


prgne {Ares 202} 44-6000 | 
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you indicated yesterday QUWIN came from, andfEarapnea bean 
there with -7~ 
Mr. Baron. This is a country in Europa? 
Mr. Headgman. Yas, therafore it's logical. 
Me. Baron. Wave you aver heard of Projact PRRIFLE? 
Mr. Hodgman. Yusterday. 


Mr. Baron. Yesterday was the first tima you heard that 


Mr. Hedgman. 1 think so. And yestarday, T might 
specify, was hare. 

Mr. Baron. Being informad by the Committas staff? 

Mr. Hedgman., Yes. 

Mr. Baron. fave you aver heard of Fxacutiva Action? 

Mr. Hedqman. I have heard those, that term used, and 1 
don't quite -- 1 think more in nawspapers or more recently thas 
in the past, but it is possible that I heard it. 

Mr. Baron. 18 Executive Action used at the CIA as 4 
auphemisin for assassination of foreign leaders? 

Mr. tHadgman. It has been so alleged. 1 never heard anyor 
“to my Knowledge use it. 

Mr. iaron. Ware you aware of a Projuct at the CIA to 
develop maans ~~ atrike that. 

To duvalop the capability of carrying out assassinations 
of foraign leaders? 


Me. Hedgman. Not until I talked with the Committee staff 


TOP SECRET 


| 
| 


| 
1 
4 
at 
i 
' 


{ 


